MARK’S ACCOUNT
John the Baptizer Preaches in the Wilderness (Mt. 3:1-2; Lk. 3:1-20; Jn 1:19-28)
The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah,a the Son of God.b
c
2Just as scripture says in Isaiah the prophet:

1

Look! I’m sending my messenger ahead of you.
He’ll prepare your way.d
3The voice of someone shouting in the wilderness,
“Get the Lord’s path ready! Straighten up his pathways!”e
John was out baptizingf in the wilderness. He was preaching a baptism for a
change of heartg for the forgiveness of sins. 5Everyone in the region of Judeah
was going out to him, and so were all the people of Jerusalem. They were getting
baptized by him in the Jordan River as they confessed their sins.
4

John’s clothing was made of camel hair, and he had a leather belt around his
waist. And he used to eat locusts and wild honey. 7He preached this message:i
“The one who’s stronger than I am is coming after me. I’m not worthy to stoop
down and untie the laces of his sandals. 8I’ve baptized you in water, but he’s
going to baptize you in the Holy Spirit.”
6

John Baptizes Jesus (Mt. 3:13-17; Lk. 3:21-22; Jn 1:29-34)
9In those days, Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee, and he got baptized in the
Jordan by John. 10And right away, as he was coming up out of the water, he saw

See “Bible Words” for this word.
Not all of the oldest mss have “the Son of God.”
c
Lit. “Just as it’s written in Isaiah the prophet.”
d
Exod. 23:20; Mal. 3:1.
e
Lit. “Straighten out his paths.” Isa. 40:3.
f
That is, dipping people in the river to symbolize cleansing and entering on a changed life.
g
Traditionally: “a baptism of repentance” (see “Bible Words”).
h
Prn. joo-dee-a.
i
Lit. “And he preached, saying.”
a

b
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the skya split apart, and the Holy Spirit was coming down to him. 11And there was
a voice out of the heavens: “You’re my son! I love you! I’m pleased with you!”b
Jesus is Tested by Satan (Mt. 4:1-11; Lk. 4:1-13)
12Right away, the Spirit sent Jesus out into the wilderness. 13He was in the
wilderness forty days, being tested by Satan. And he was with the wild animals,
and the angels were serving him.
Jesus Begins His Ministry and Calls His First Followers (Mt. 4:12-22; Lk. 4:1415; 5:1-11)
14After John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee. He was preaching the good
news of God, 15and saying, “The time has come! The Reign of God is nearly
here!c Change your heartsd and believe in the good news!”
As Jesus went along the shore of Lake Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother
Andrew. They were throwing casting nets in the lake, because they were
fishermen. 17Jesus said to them, “Come follow me,e and I’ll train you to fish for
people!”f 18And they left their nets right away and followed him. 19And when he
went a little further, he saw James, Zebedee’s son, and his brother John. They
were in the boat setting up their nets. 20He called out to them right away. And
they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the laborers and went off withg
him.
16

Jesus Kicks Out an Unclean Spirit (Lk. 4:31-37)
h
21They went into Capernaum. And first thing on the Sabbath, Jesus went into the
i
synagogue and taught. 22And people were just astounded by his teaching.
Because he was teaching them as a person with authority, and not like the
scripture experts. 23And right then there was a man in their synagogue who had
an unclean spirit. He shouted, 24“What do we have to do with each other, Jesus of
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of
God!” 25Jesus spoke sharply to himj and said, “Be quiet and come out of him!”
26And the unclean spirit shook him violently and cried out with a loud voice, and
came out of him. 27Everyone was so amazed that they were saying to each other,
“What is this? It’s a new teaching that has authority! He even tells unclean spirits
what to do and they obey him!” 28And right away talk about Jesus spread
everywhere through the whole region around Galilee.
Lit. “the heavens.”
Lit. “You are my son, the beloved; in you I am pleased.”
Lit. “has come near.”
d
Traditionally: “Repent” (see “Bible Words”).
e
Lit. “Come after me.”
f
Lit. “make you become fishers of people.” Just as in English, to say in Greek, “I will make a fisherman of
you,” is to offer training.
g
Lit. “behind.”
h
Prn. cup-per-nee-um.
i
Prn. sinn-a-gogg. See “Bible Words.”
j
Or “told him off.”
a

b
c
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Jesus Heals Many People at Simon’s House (Mt. 8:14-17; Lk. 4:38-41)
29As soon as they came out of the synagogue, they went into Simon and Andrew’s
house with James and John. 30Simon’s mother-in-law was in beda with a fever,
and right away they told him about her. 31And he came up and raised her up by
the hand, and the fever went away,b and she served them.
When evening came, when the sun had gone down, people were bringing him
everyone who was sick, and those who were afflicted with demons. 33The whole
town was gathered outsidec the door. 34And he healed lots of sick people with
various illnesses, and he kicked out lots of demons. But he wouldn’t let the
demons speak, because they recognized him.
32

Jesus Preaches Throughout Galilee (Mt. 4:23-25; Lk. 4:42-44)
35Jesus got up really early the next morning and went out, and he went off to a
deserted place and was praying there. 36And Simon and his companions searched
up and down for him. 37They found him, and said to him, “Everybody’s looking
for you!” 38He said to them, “Let’s go somewhere else—to the other towns
around here. I want to preach there too. After all, that’s why I came.”d 39And he
went and preached in their synagogues throughout all of Galilee, and was kicking
out the demons.
Jesus Makes a Leper Clean (Mt. 8:1-4; Lk. 5:12-16)
e
40A leper came to Jesus. He began pleading with him, falling on his knees. He
said to him, “If you want to, you have the power to make me clean!” 41And Jesus
felt compassion for him,f and reached out his hand and touched him. He said to
him, “I do want to. Be clean.” 42Right away his leprosy went away, and he was
made clean. 43And Jesus was stern with him, and sent him off right away 44with
these words: “Make sure you don’t say anything to anybody! Just go show
yourself to the priest, and give the offerings that Moses prescribed for your
cleansing.g It’ll be a testimony to them.” 45But the man went out and started
announcing it all over the place. He spread the word so much that Jesus couldn’t
enter a town openly any more. Instead, he was staying out in deserted places, and
people were coming to him from everywhere.

“In bed”: lit. “lying.”
Lit. “and it left her.”
c
Lit. “in front of.”
d
Lit. “came out,” i.e. came out on this preaching tour. He’s not saying that’s why he has come out here this
morning.
e
Many mss lack the reference to kneeling.
f
Some mss have, “And he was angry with him…” Though less well attested, that reading could be original,
since it is surprising and presents the copyist with a temptation to make it match the more usual pattern in
healing stories.
g
See Lev. 14:2-32.
a

b
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Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man (Mt. 9:2-8; Lk. 5:17-26)
Jesus came to Capernauma again. After a few days, the word got outb that he
was home. 2Lots of people came together—to the point that there wasn’t even
room outside the door anymore. And he was teaching them.c 3And they came to
him bringing a paralyzed man. He was being carried by four people. 4They
couldn’t get him to Jesus because of the crowd. So they dug through the roof
where Jesus was. And when they had made a hole, they lowered the mat that the
paralyzed man was lying on. 5When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed
man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 6Now, there were some scripture experts
sitting there. They were arguing in their hearts, 7“How can hed talk like that? He’s
blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but the One God?” 8And Jesus knew right
away in his spirit that they were arguing like that ine themselves. He said to them,
“Why are you arguing like that in your hearts? 9Which is easier—to say to this
paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, pick up your mat, and
walk’? 10But so that you’ll know that the Human One hasf authority to forgive
sins on earth”—he said to the paralyzed man, 11“I have something to say to you:
get up, pick up your mat, and go home.” 12And he got up and quickly picked up
the mat and went out in front of everyone. Everyone was totally amazed, and
glorified God. They were saying, “We’ve never seen anything like this!”

2

Jesus Calls Levi to be a Follower (Mt. 9:9-13; Lk. 5:27-32)
13Jesus went out again along the shore of the lake. And the whole crowd came to
him, and he taught them. 14As he was going along, he saw Levi, Alphaeus’sg son.
He was sitting at the tax collection desk. He said to him, “Come with me.”h And
he goti up and followed him. 15And Jesus ended up having dinnerj at Levi’s house.
Lots of tax collectors and sinners were there having dinner with Jesus and his
followers, because there were a lot of them that used to follow him. k 16And the
scripture experts of the Pharisees saw that he was eating with sinners and tax

a

Prn. cup-per-nee-um.
Lit. “it was heard.”
c
Lit. “he was speaking the message to them.”
d
More literally, “Why does this person/guy….”
e
Or “among.” Mark’s text implies that Jesus is sensing an inner “heart” argument, not whispers.
f
Or “But so that you will know that human beings have….” “The Human Being,” or literally, “The son of
humanity,” would normally mean a human being in general (see, e.g., Ps. 8:4). But Jesus also takes it as a way
of talking about himself in the third person. Is he here, and in the story about eating grain on the Sabbath,
below, claiming special authority for himself, or is he teaching about natural human authority under God? Or
both?
g
Prn. al-fee-us or al-fee-us.
h
Lit. “Follow me.” But in English, those words are used to show someone how to get somewhere, and that’s not
what Jesus is doing. He’s inviting Levi to join him.
i
Lit. “stood.”
j
Lit. “lying down for dinner.” In those days, people lay on couches at the table to eat, rather than sitting.
k
Lit. “Because there were a lot of them, and they would follow him.”
b
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collectors.a They were saying to his followers, “Why does he eat with tax
collectors and sinners?” 17When Jesus heard that, he said to them, “It’s not
healthy people that need a doctor, but people who are sick! I haven’t come to
reach out tob people of integrity,c but to sinners.
An Argument about Fasting (Mt. 9:14-17; Lk. 5:33-39)
18John’s followers and the Pharisees were fasting. They came and said to Jesus,
“Why is it that John’s followers and the Pharisees fast, but your followers don’t?”
d
19Jesus said to them, “Can the members of the wedding party fast while the
groom is with them? For as long as they have the groom with them, they can’t
fast. 20The timee will come when the groom is taken away from them, and then
they’ll fast at that time.f 21No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old piece
of clothing. Otherwise, the new, full-size piece shrinks away from the old
material,g and you get a worse tear. 22And no one puts up new wine in old wineskins. Otherwise the wine will burst the skins, and the wine and the skins will
both be ruined. No—new wine goes into new skins.
Picking Heads of Grain on the Sabbath Day (Mt. 12:1-8; Lk. 6:1-5)
h
23Once Jesus was walking along through the grain fields on the Sabbath, and his
followers started picking the heads of grain as they went along. 24And the
Pharisees started saying to him, “Look, why are they doing what’s not allowed on
the Sabbath?”i 25And he was saying to them, “Haven’t you ever read what David
did, when he needed to, when he and his companions were hungry? 26He went
into the house of God during Abiathar’sj high priesthood,k and ate the Loaves of
the Presence,l that nobody is allowed to eat except the priests. And he also gave
them to his companions.” 27And Jesus said to them, “The Sabbath was made for
humanity—and not humanity for the Sabbath. 28So the Human One is lord of the
Sabbath, too.m

There is a strong ms tradition that reads this piece of the story differently: “Because there were lots of people
there. The scripture experts of the Pharisees were also following him. And when they saw that he was eating
with sinners and tax collectors…”
b
Lit. “call.”
c
Traditionally: “the righteous.”
d
Lit. “children of the bridal chamber.” See “Bible Words” under “Children of.”
e
Lit. “days.”
f
Lit. “on that day.”
g
Lit. “the fullness pulls away the new piece from the old.”
h
Lit. “And it happened that.” Mark is offering another example of a confrontation between Jesus and religious
leaders—he’s not trying to create a connected narrative as though this is what happened “next.”
i
According to their tradition, even the slightest amount of work is forbidden on the Sabbath. According to their
definitions, Jesus’ followers are harvesting grain, which is work.
j
Prn. ab-bye-a-thar’s.
k
See 1 Sam. 21. It was Abimelech’s high priesthood, according to 1 Samuel.
l
See Lev. 24:5-9.
m
Mark’s word “too” reminds us that the whole of Mk 2 is devoted to examples of Jesus’ authority.
a
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Jesus Heals a Man with a Shriveled-Up Arm (Mt. 12:9-14; Lk. 6:6-11)
Jesus went into the synagogue again. There was a man there with a shriveled
up arm. 2And they were watching Jesus closely, to see if he would heal the
man on the Sabbath, so that they could accuse him.a 3He said to the man with the
shriveled up arm, “Come up front.”b 4And he said to them, “Is it allowed on the
Sabbath to do good, or to do harm? Can you save a life, or kill someone?” But
they didn’t say anything.c 5And he looked around at them with anger. He was
grieving over the stubbornness of their hearts. He said to the man, “Hold out your
arm.” And he held it out, and his arm was restored to normal. 6And the Pharisees
went out right away and began to plot with the Herodiansd against Jesus, to figure
out how they could ruin him.e

3

Huge Crowds Follow Jesus (Mt. 12:15-21)
7Jesus went back to the lakeshore with his followers, and a huge crowd of people
followedf him—from Galilee, from Judea, 8from Jerusalem, from Idumaeag and
the far side of the Jordan, and from Tyre and Sidon.h It was a huge crowd. When
people were hearing all the things he was doing, they came to him. 9And he told
his followers that a boat should always be readyi for him, because of the crowd—
so that they wouldn’t crush him.j 10Because he healed lots of people, andk the
people who were having really bad painsl would throw themselves at himm to try
to touch him. 11And the unclean spirits, whenever they saw him, would fall down
in front of him and shout, “You’re the Son of God!” 12And again and again,n
Jesus would strictly forbid them to reveal who he was.
Jesus Names His Closest Twelve Followers “Apostles”—That is, “Sent Ones”
(Mt. 10:1-4; Lk. 6:12-16)
13Jesus went up on the mountainside, and called over the particular people that he
wanted.o 14And he appointed twelve people, which he named “apostles.”p They
a

I.e. accuse him of breaking the law that no work was to be done on the Sabbath.
Lit. “Get up into the middle.”
c
Lit. “But they were silent.”
d
Prn. her-road-ee-ans.
e
Lit. “began plotting against him, as to how they might ruin him.”
f
This is a wordy sentence in Greek, and the mss show a number of slight variations—including leaving out this
verb, pluralizing it, and explicitly adding the word “him.”
g
Prn. id-doo-mee-a.
h
Prn. sye-din.
i
Or “should stand by.”
j
Crowds as large as described here can be deadly dangerous, because the back of the crowd that’s pushing can’t
tell what’s going on at the front.
k
Lit. “so,” or “with the result that.” The “and” here conveys the connection.
l
Lit. “scourges,” a metaphor for terrible pains.
m
“Throwing themselves on him”: or, “mobbing him”—lit. “falling on him.”
n
Lit. “And many times,” but in English that implies “sometimes.” Mark is saying that Jesus consistently forbid
them, and that this happened a lot.
o
“The particular people that he wanted”: lit. “those whom he himself wanted.”
p
See “Bible Words.” The words “which he named ‘apostles’” are missing from some mss, and may possibly be
a copyist’s addition to make this passage match Lk. 6:13.
b
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would be with him, and he would send them out to preach, 15and they would have
authority to kick out the demons. 16He appointed these twelve: Simon (whom he
gave the nickname “Peter”), 17James, Zebedee’s son, and his brother John (he
gave them the nickname “Sons of Thunder”), 18Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew,
Matthew, Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus,a Thaddeus,b Simon the
Cananaean,c 19and Judas Iscariot,d who betrayed Jesus.e
Jesus is Accused of Being with the Devil (Mt. 12:22-32; Lk. 11:14-23)
f
20Jesus went home. A crowd came together again, so that they couldn’t even get a
g
bite to eat. 21And Jesus’ relatives heard what was going on. They went out to
take charge of him,h because they were thinkingi that he’d gone crazy. 22And the
scripture experts from Jerusalem came, and were saying, “He’s possessed by the
devil,”j and “It’s by the power of the leader of the demons that he kicks out the
demons.” 23Jesus called them over, and was talking to them in parables:
How can Satan kick out Satan?
24

If a kingdom is split against itself, that kingdom can’t stand.

25

If a house is split against itself, that house can’t stand.

If Satan goes to wark against himself and is split, he can’t stand. No, he’s met
his end.
26

Surelyl no one can go into a strong man’s house and ransack his things,
unless he first ties up the strong man. Then he’ll ransack his house.m
27

I’m telling you seriously: all sins are going to be forgiven to human beings—
includingn whatever blasphemieso they say against God.p 29But whoever
blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness. No, they’re guilty of
28

a

Prn. al-fay-us.
Prn. thad-dee-us or thad-day-us.
c
Prn. cann-a-nay-an.
d
Prn. is-kerr-ee-ut.
e
Or “turned him in” (to the authorities).
f
Or “into somebody’s house.”
g
Lit. “so that they weren’t even able to eat bread/food.”
h
Lit. “to grab him.”
i
Lit. “they were saying,” i.e. thinking and/or theorizing to one another. I think Mark means the family when he
says “they”; others think Mark means that the family was responding to a rumor (“they were saying” = “people
were saying”).
j
Lit. “Beelzebul has him” (following Lattimore), or, “He has Beelzebub” (NRSV). Beelzebul/Beelzebub (prn.
beh-el-zu-bul or beh-el-zu-bub) is another name for the devil, which appears to mean “The Lord of Dung.”
k
Lit. “rises up.”
l
Lit. “On the contrary.”
m
This is the last of five short parables Jesus gives to refute the idea that he is in league with Satan—what
follows is straight teaching.
n
Lit. “and.”
o
See “Bible Words” for this word.
p
Lit. “whatever blasphemies they blaspheme.”
b
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an eternal sin. 30(Jesus said this because they had been saying, “He has an unclean
spirit.”)
Jesus’ Real Family (Mt. 12:46-50; Lk. 8:19-21)
31Jesus’ mother and brothers came. And they stood outside and sent a message to
him, asking him to come out.a 32The crowd was sitting around him, and they said
to him, “Look, your mother and your brothers and sisters are outside, wanting to
seeb you. 33Jesus said to them, “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers and
sisters?” 34And he looked around at all the people sitting in a circle around him,
and said, “Look—my mother, and my brothers and sisters. 35Because it’s the
person that does what God wants that’s my brother and sister and mother.”
The Parable of the Farmer Who Scatters Seed (Mt. 13:1-23; Lk. 8:4-15)
Jesus started to teach again by the lake, and a really huge crowd came to him.
Finally he got into a boat, so he could sit out on the lake. The whole crowd
was on the beach facing the water.c 2And Jesus taught them lots of things using
parables. He was saying to them at one pointd in his teaching, 3“Listen. A farmer
went out to scatter seed in his field.e 4In scattering the seed, it turned out that
some fell on the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5Other seed fell on the
rocky ground, where it didn’t have much soil. It sprang up right away, because
the soil was so shallow.f 6Butg when the sun came up it got scorched, and because
it had no roots, it shriveled up. 7Other seed fell in among the prickly weeds, and
the prickly weeds came up and choked it out, and it didn’t bear fruit. 8Other seeds
fell on the good soil, and bore fruit. They came up, and grew tall. One bore thirty
grains per plant, one bore sixty, and one bore a hundred.” 9And Jesus was saying,
“If anyone has ears to hear, let ’em hear!”

4

Jesus Explains the Parable of the Farmer Who Scatters Seed (Mt. 13:10-17; Lk.
8:9-10)
10When they had some privacy, those around him, along with the twelve, were
asking about the parables. 11And Jesus was saying to them, “You’ve been given
the secret of the Reign of God. But for peopleh out there, everything’s in parables.
12That way,
They’ll look hard, and not see;
And they’ll listen hard, and not understand;
“Asking him to come out”: lit. “calling for him.”
“Wanting to see”: lit. “seeking,” but it’s not that they are trying to find him—they know where he is. They
want to get together with him.
c
Lit. “was in front of the lake on the land.”
d
Mark is indicating that Jesus taught them for a long time, and that what follows is a sample of what he taught
that day.
e
There are different ways to plant a field—in this method, the person scatters the seed evenly on the unplowed
ground, then it is plowed in.
f
Lit. “because of not having any depth of soil.”
g
Lit. “And.”
h
Lit. “those.”
a

b
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Otherwise they would turn around and be forgiven.a
And Jesus said to them, “Don’t you getb this parable? Thenc how are you going
to getd all the parables? 14The person who scatters the seed is spreading the
message.e 15Somef people areg the path where the message is spread. When they
hear it, right away Satan comes, and he snatches away the message that just got
planted in them. 16Other peopleh are the rocky ground that the seed is scattered
on. These people, when they hear the message, accept it happily right away. 17Buti
they don’t have any root in themselves—they’re just following the whim of the
moment. Then trouble comes, or persecution, because of the message, and right
away they get tripped up. 18Other people are the ones where it’s planted in among
the prickly weeds. They hear the message, 19butj the worries of this world, and the
false lure of wealth, and desires for all the other things, come in and choke out
the message, and it ends up not bearing fruit. 20Butk there are those where the
seed is scattered on the good soil. They’re the ones who hear the message and
really take it in.l They bear fruit—one bears thirty grains, one sixty, and one a
hundred.”
13

The Parable of the Lamp (Lk. 8:16-18)
m
under a basket or
21And Jesus was saying to them, “Does a lamp get lit to go
under the bed? Isn’t it so that it can go on the lamp stand? 22Because there’s
nothing hidden that won’t be brought out into the open, and something doesn’t
get hidden away unless it’s supposed to come into the open. 23If anyone has ears
to hear, let ’em hear.”
And Jesus was saying to them, “Be careful what you listen to.n The measure you
use to measure out is going to be used to measure back to you, and more is going
to be added.o 25Because whoever has will get morep—and whoever doesn’t have
will even get what they have taken away from them.”
24

a

Isa. 6:9-10.
Lit. “know.”
c
Lit. “and.”
d
Lit. “know,” or “understand.”
e
Lit. “scattering the word,” i.e. the good news.
f
Lit. “these.” Mark creates a sequence by using “these…and these…and others…and those.” I’ll be doing the
equivalent in a way that’s natural in English.
g
Lit. “are by” or “are along.” But they’re not seeds, they’re soil conditions.
h
Lit. “And these are on.”
i
Lit. “And.”
j
Lit. “and.”
k
Lit. “And.”
l
Or “accept it.”
m
Lit. “be placed,” here and in the next sentence.
n
Or “Consider carefully what you hear.” He’s either saying, “Listen carefully to what I’m about to say,” or,
“Beware what you listen to.”
o
Lit. “With the measure you measure it’s going to be measured to you, and more will be added to you.” All
these instances of you are plural.
p
Lit. “Whoever has, more will be given to them.”
b
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The Parable of the Seed That Grows by Itself
26And Jesus was saying, “This is how the Reign of God is. It’s like a person who
casts seed on the soil. 27They sleep, and they get up, night after night, and day
after day. And the seed sprouts and grows—how, the person doesn’t know. 28The
earth bears fruit all by itself. First comes the blade,a then the ear, then the full
grain in the ear. 29And when the grain is ripe, right away the person puts inb the
sickle, because it’s harvest time.”c
The Parable of the Mustard Seed (Mt. 13:31-32; Lk. 13:18-19)
30And Jesus was saying, “How shall we describe what the Reign of God is like?
What parable shall we use to put it into words? 31It’s like a mustard seed—when
it’s planted in the soil, it’s smaller than all the seeds on earth. 32Yet, when it is
planted, it comes up and gets bigger than all the other vegetables. And it produces
big branches—so big that the birdsd can make nests in its shade.”
Jesus was telling them his messagee with lots of parables like this—depending
on their understanding.f 34He wasn’t saying anything to them without using some
kind of parable. But in private he was explaining everything to his closest
followers.g
33

Jesus Calms the Storm (Mt. 8:23-37; Lk. 8:22-25)
35Jesus said to them on that day at sunset, “Let’s go across to the other side.”
36And when they’d sent the crowd away, they took him along in the boat just as
he was.h There were other boats with him too. 37And there was a big wind-storm,
and the waves were crashing against the boat—to the point that the boat started
filling up with water. 38And Jesus was in the back of the boat withi a pillow,
asleep. They tried to wake him up, and were saying to him, “Teacher, doesn’t it
matter to you that we’re going down?”j 39And Jesus woke up and told off the
wind, and said to the lake, “Be quiet! Be still!” And it became totally calm.k
40Jesus said to them, “Why are you afraid? Don’t you have faith yet?” 41And they
were deeply shaken.l They were saying to one another, “So who is this, ifm the
wind and the lake obey him?”

a

Wheat is a grass, so early on it looks like grass.
Lit. “sends out.”
c
Lit. “because the harvest has arrived.”
d
Lit. “the birds of the sky.”
e
Or more literally, “speaking the word to them.”
f
Lit. “just as they were being able to hear.”
g
Or “his own followers.”
h
He was already sitting in a boat (Mk 4:1).
i
Lit. “on,” but it means his head is on it.
j
Lit. “perishing,” as in “perished at sea.”
k
Lit. “And there came a great calm.”
l
Lit. “they feared a great fear.”
m
Lit. “that.”
b
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Jesus Heals a Man from Thousands of Demons (Mt. 8:28–9:1; Lk. 8:26-39)
They came to the other side of the lake, to the area of the Gerasenes. 2Right
as Jesus was getting out of the boat, a man met him, coming out of a
cemetery.a He had an unclean spirit, 3andb was living there among the tombs. And
no one could controlc him, even with chains. 4Because he had been shackled with
chains and leg irons many times, and he would tear the chains apart and smash
the leg irons. No one was strong enough to hold him down. 5All night and all day,
around the tombs and the hills there, he’d be screaming and hitting himself with
rocks. 6And when he saw Jesus, he ran up from a long ways away, and bowed
down to the ground in front of him. 7He screamed really loud:d “What do you
want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? In the name of God,e please
don’t torment me!” 8(Jesus had been saying to him, “Unclean spirit, come out of
this man.”) 9Jesus asked him, “What’s your name?” And he said to him,
“Thousandsf is my name, because there are a lot of us!” 10And he begged him
over and over not to send them out of the area.

5

Now, there was a large herd of pigs grazing there on the mountainside. 12The
demons pleaded with Jesus, “Send us into the pigs, so that we can go into them.”
13And he gave them permission. The unclean spirits came out, and went into the
pigs. And the herd rushed over a cliff and into the lake—about two thousand of
them—and drowned in the lake. 14And the people who had been grazing the pigs
ran away, and they told the story to the whole town and to the nearby villages.
g
15And the people came out to see what had happened. They came to Jesus and
saw the demonized man sitting there, with clothes on, and in his right mind—the
one who used to have the thousands of demonsh—and they were afraid. 16And the
people who had seen whati happened to the demonized man told them about it
and about the pigs. 17And the peoplej started begging Jesus to leave their region.
18And as he was getting into the boat, the man who had been demonized begged
to go along with him.k 19Jesus wouldn’t let him. Instead, he said to him, “Go
home to your family, and tell them what the Lord has done for you and how he
has had mercy on you. 20And he went off and began to tell everyonel in the
Decapolism what Jesus had done for him, and everyone was amazed.
11

Lit. “from among the tombs.”
Lit. “…spirit; he.”
c
Lit. “bind.”
d
Lit. “He screamed with a loud voice, saying.”
e
Lit. “I adjure you by God.”
f
Lit. “Legion,” a Roman military unit of 3,000 to 6,000 soldiers.
g
Lit. “they.”
h
Lit. “who used to have the legion.”
i
“What”: lit. “how it.”
j
Lit. “they.”
k
Lit. “begged him that he might be with him.”
l
Lit. “proclaim.”
m
Prn. deh-kapp-o-liss. A region named for the fact that it had ten towns.
a

b
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Jesus Brings a Dead Girl to Life and Heals a Woman (Mt. 9:18-26; Lk. 8:40-56)
a
21Jesus crossed again to the other side. A large crowd gathered around him while
he was there next to the lake. 22And one of the leaders of the synagogue came.
His name was Jairus.b When Jairus saw Jesus he threw himself down at his feet.
23And he begged him over and over, saying, “My little daughter is just about to
die! Please come and lay your hand on her, so that she’ll be healed and she’ll
live.” 24And Jesus went off with him.
A large crowd was following Jesus, and they were pressing in on him. 25And
there was a woman who’d been bleeding for twelve years non-stop. 26She’d
suffered through lots of treatments by lots of doctors. She’d spent everything she
had, and nothing helped—she just kept getting worse. 27She’d heard about Jesus,
and she came through the crowd behind him and touched his robe. 28She’d been
saying to herself, “If I even touch his clothes I’ll be healed.” 29And right away the
source of blood dried up in her.c She knew in her body that she was healed from
her affliction.d 30Right away Jesus noticed in himself that power had gone out
from him. He turned around in the crowd, and was saying, “Who touched my
clothes?” 31And his followers were saying to him, “You see the crowd pressing in
on you—yet you say, ‘Who touched me’?” 32He was looking around to see who’d
done it. 33And the woman, frightened and trembling, knew just what had
happened to her. She came and threw herself down in front of him, and told him
the whole truth. 34Jesus said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well.e Go
in peace, and be completely healedf from your affliction.”
While he was saying that, people came from the synagogue leader’s house.
They were saying, “Your daughter has died. Why trouble the teacher any
further?” 36But Jesus overheard what they were saying. He said to the synagogue
leader, “Don’t be afraid. Justg believe.” 37And he didn’t let anyone come with him
except Peter, James, and John, James’s brother. 38They got to the synagogue
leader’s house, and Jesus saw all the turmoil going on,h and lots of crying and
wailing. 39He went in and said to them, “Why are you all in turmoil, and crying?
The child hasn’t died—she’s just sleeping.” 40And they were laughing at him, but
he kicked them all out. He took the child’s father and mother, and his
companions, and went in the room where the child was. 41Jesus took the child’s
hand and said to her, “Talitha kum,”i which means, “Little girl, wake up!”j 42Right
35

Lit. “and.”
Prn. jay-eye-rus.
c
Lit. “right away her source of blood dried up.”
d
Or “terrible illness,” or “torment”; lit. “scourge.”
e
Or “saved you.”
f
Lit. “whole.”
g
Or “only.”
h
Lit. “he saw/experienced a commotion.”
i
Prn. tall-ee-tha koom.
j
Lit. “Little girl, I say to you, wake up.”
a

b
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away the little girl stood up and was walking around—she was twelve years old.
And they were totally astonished. 43Jesus warned them many times that no one
was to know about this. And he told them to give her something to eat.
Jesus is Rejected at Nazareth (Mt. 13:54-58; Lk. 4:16-30)
Jesus left that place and came to his hometown, and his followers went with
him. 2When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the synagogue. And lots
of the people who heard him were astounded. They were saying, “Where’d he get
all this from?a What’s this wisdom that’s been given to him—that he even does
displays of power like these?b 3Isn’t this the carpenter—Mary’s son, and the
brother of James and Joseph and Judah and Simon? Aren’t his sisters right here
with us?” And they were getting offended by him. 4Butc Jesus was saying to
them, “Prophets aren’t dishonored except in their own towns, and among their
own relatives, and in their own houses.”d 5And he wasn’t able to do any displays
of power there—except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and healed
them. 6And he was amazed by their lack of faith.

6

Jesus Sends His Twelve Apostles on a Mission (Mt. 10:5-15; Lk. 9:1-6)
Jesus went around the little villages, teaching. 7And he called the twelve over,
and began sending them oute two by two. He gave them authority over the
unclean spirits. 8And he told them not to take anything at all for the road, except
for a walking stickf—no bread, no bag, no money in their pockets.g 9Just lace up
your sandalsh—don’t even wear two shirts. 10He was saying to them, “Whatever
house you go into, stay there until you leave that place. 11If a place doesn’t accept
you or listen to you, walk out of there. Shake off the dust from the bottoms of
your feet, as a testimony against them.” 12And they went out and preached that
people should change their hearts.i 13And they kicked out lots of demons, and
they were putting olive oilj on a lot of sick people and healing them.
Herod Executes John the Baptizer (Mt. 14:1-12; Lk. 9:7-9)
k
14King Herod heard about Jesus, because his name had become well known.
People were saying,l “John the Baptizer has risen from among the dead. That’s
Lit. “Whence to this one these things?”
Or “—that even powers such as these come about by his hands?”
c
Lit. “And.”
d
I’ve cast this proverb as plural to convey the gender inclusiveness of it. Prophets are often women (e.g. Judges
4–5; Acts 21:9).
e
The Greek word for “send out” is the word from which we get the word “apostle.”
f
Lit. “anything…except a staff alone.”
g
Lit. “no copper for the belt.” People would have pockets in their belts for their money.
h
Lit. “but laced up sandals.” The idea is that all you need to do to get ready for this trip is put on your shoes.
i
Traditionally: “should repent” (see “Bible Words”).
j
Olive oil was understood to have healing properties, and it was also symbolic of the life-giving power of the
Holy Spirit.
k
Prn. herr-udd.
l
Some good ancient mss have, “And he was saying” (which you’d expect here). But there’s usually something
unexpected about the reading that’s original—otherwise it wouldn’t have been changed.
a

b
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why these displays of power are being done by him.”a 15Other people were
saying, “He’s Elijah,” and others were saying that he was a prophet like one of
the prophets.b 16But when Herod heard about Jesus, he would say, “This is John,
whose head I cut off—he’s come alive again!”c
This is because Herodd had sent and arrested John, and held him in prison. He’d
done that because of Herodias,e . Herod had married her, 18and John had been
saying, “It’s not allowed for you to have your brother’s wife.” 19And Herodias
had a grudge against John and wanted to kill him. Butf she couldn’t, 20because
Herod was afraid of John. He knew he was a just and holy man, and he was
protecting him. When he listened to him he’d be really disturbed,g buth he liked to
listen to him. 21Then her opportunity came. On Herod’s birthday, he gave a
banquet for his high-ranking people, the military commanders, and the top
civiliansi of Galilee.j 22Herodias’s own daughterk came in and danced, which
pleased Herod and the dinner guests. The king said to the girl, “Ask me anything
you want, and I’ll give it to you.” 23And he swore to her again and again,
“Whatever you ask me I’ll give you—up to half my kingdom.” 24She left and said
to her mother, “What shall I ask for?” And she said, “The head of John the
Baptizer.” 25And she ran in right away to the king and made her request:l “I want
you, right now, to give me the head of John the Baptizer on a platter.” 26The king
was very unhappy about it, but because of the oaths and the guests,m he didn’t
want to break his promise to her. 27Right away he sent off a messenger with
orders to bring his head. And he went away and had him beheadedn in the prison,
28and brought his head on a platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to
her mother. 29When John’s followers heard about it, they went and took his body
and laid it in a tomb.
17

The Apostles Report Back to Jesus about Their Mission
o
30And the apostles came to Jesus together, and told him all the things they’d
done and taught. 31He said to them, “Come, just you by yourselves, to a deserted
place, and rest a little while.”

Or “are being worked through him” (by God).
That is, like the famous prophets of scripture.
c
Or “he has risen,” or “has been raised.”
d
Lit. “Herod himself.”
e
Prn. hur-road-ee-us.
f
Lit. “And.”
g
Some good mss have, “he’d do a lot of things” (things that John told him he should do?).
h
Lit. “and.” Mark very often uses “and” to mean “but.”
i
Lit. “the first ones,” i.e. the rich and powerful.
j
Galilee was Herod’s kingdom, under the overarching Roman imperial rule.
k
Some very good mss have “And his daughter Herodias,” which doesn’t make very good sense.
l
Lit. “and asked, saying.”
m
The guests heard the oaths.
n
Lit. “beheaded him.” I doubt this means that the messenger did it himself, but it’s possible.
o
See “Bible Words.”
a

b
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Jesus Feeds More Than 5,000 People (Mt. 14:13-21; Lk. 9:10-17; Jn 6:1-13)
This was because lots of people were coming and going, and there wasn’t even a
chance to eat. 32And they went off in a boat to a deserted place by themselves.
a
b
33But lots of people saw them as they were going, and recognized them. People
from all the towns ran there on foot, and got there before them. 34When Jesus got
out of the boat, he saw a large crowd. He felt compassion for them, because they
were like sheep that didn’t have a shepherd. And he ended up teaching them for a
long time.c 35When it had already gotten late, his followers came up to him and
were saying, “This place is deserted, and it’s already late. 36Send them off, so
they can go off to the farms and villages around here and buy themselves
something to eat.” 37But he said to them, “You give them something to eat.” They
said to him, “Should we go off and buy 200 denariid worth of bread, and give it to
them to eat?” 38Jesus said to them, “How many loaves of bread do you have? Go
look.” They checked,e and said, “Five, and two fish.” 39And he told them to have
everyone lie downf in groups there on the green grass. 40They lay down in neat
groups—of a hundred, or of fifty. 41And Jesus took the five loaves of bread and
the two fish, and looked up to heaven, and said a blessing. And he broke up the
loaves, and was giving them to his followers, so they could serve the people.
g
42They all ate and got a good meal. 43And they picked up twelve baskets of
h
leftover pieces of bread (and fish too). 44Five thousand men had just eaten.i
Jesus Walks on the Water (Mt. 14:22-33; Jn 6:15-21)
j
45Right away Jesus made his followers get in the boat and go across to Bethsaida
ahead of him. Meanwhile, he sent the crowd away himself. 46When he had said
goodbye to them, he went off into the hills to pray. 47That evening,k the boat was
out in the middle of the lake, and Jesus was by himself on land. 48He saw they
were having a rough time rowing,l because the wind was against them. At about
three in the morning,m Jesus came to them, walking on the lake, and he intendedn
to go past them. 49But they saw him walking on the lake, and they thought it was
a ghost. They screamed, 50because everybody saw him, and they were startled.
But right away he talked with them, and said, “Have courage—it’s me. Don’t be
Another example of Mark using “and” where English expects “but.”
Or “and realized what their destination was.”
c
Lit. “he proceeded to teach them at length.”
d
Prn. din-nah-ree. This is plural of denarius, a coin worth a day’s wage for a poor laborer.
e
Lit. “And knowing” (because they checked).
f
In those days people always lay down to eat, rather than sitting.
g
Lit. “ate and got completely fed.”
h
Lit. “pieces,” or “fragments.”
i
Lit. “And the eaters were five thousand men.” Beyond simply being androcentric, I think Mark is impressed
that so many big appetites got satisfied. Matthew (Mt. 14:21) adds, “not including the women and children.”
j
Prn. beth-say-da.
k
Lit. “when it was evening.”
l
Lit. “they were getting buffeted in the rowing.”
m
Lit. “in the fourth watch of the night.”
n
Or “he wanted.”
a

b
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afraid.” 51Jesus got in the boat with them, and the wind died down. And they were
completely astonished—52because they hadn’t understood about the loaves of
bread. Just the opposite—their hearts were stubborn.
Jesus Heals the Sick in Gennesaret (Mt. 14:34-36)
a
b
53When they’d crossed over to the other shore, they came to Gennesaret and tied
up there. 54As they were getting out of the boat, the whole place recognized him
right away. 55They all came running over. And they started bringing sick people
on sleeping pads to the place where they heard he was. 56Whatever villages or
towns or farms he went to, they laid the ill people down in the marketplaces, and
they begged him to just touch the borders of his clothes. And whoever touched
him was healed.
Jesus Criticizes Unjust Religious Traditions (Mt. 15:1-20)
The Pharisees came up to Jesus along with some of the scripture experts from
Jerusalem. 2And they saw that some of his followers were eating their food
with “unholy,”c that is, unwashed, hands.

7

(The Pharisees, and all the Jews, never eat unless they wash their hands a certain
way.d They keep the tradition of the elders, 4which meanse they don’t eat things
from the market without washing them in water.f There are a lot of other
traditions that they keep—like washing cups, containers, and copperware.g)
3

And the Pharisees and scripture experts asked Jesus, “Why don’t your followers
observe the tradition of the elders? They’re eating their food with unholy hands!”
6But he said to them, “Isaiah did well when he prophesied about you play-actors.
As scripture says:h
5

This people honors me with their lips,
But their heart is far away from me.
7Their reverence for me is empty.
They teach rules that are just human teachings.i
“You turn your back on God’s command, and keep a human tradition.”j 9And he
said to them, “You’re good at canceling out God’s command so that you can put
upk your own tradition. 10For example, Moses says, ‘Honor your father and your
8

Lit. “to the land.”
Prn. gen-ness-a-ret.
c
Lit. “common,” i.e. ordinary and not holy, and Jews were supposed to keep themselves holy.
d
The exact meaning of the Greek is unclear.
e
“Which means”: lit. “and.”
f
Or “without dipping them in water,” or “unless they take a bath.” Almost no one in Palestine had running
water.
g
That is, various kitchen things made of copper or bronze, such as pots, bowls, and utensils.
h
Lit. “it is written.”
i
Lit. “Teaching teachings of human rules.” Isa. 29:13.
j
Lit. “Taking leave of God’s command, you keep the tradition of human beings.”
k
Or “uphold,” or (following some mss) “keep.”
a

b
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mother,’a and ‘The person who insults their father or mother is to be put to
death.’b 11But you say, ‘A person can sayc to their father or mother, “Whatever I
owe to you is Corban”d (which means ‘given to God’)’— 12and you don’t let
them do anything for their father or mother anymore! 13So you cancel out God’s
message with thee tradition that you hand down. You do lots of otherf things like
that.”
What Really Makes you Holy or Unholy (Mt. 15:10-20)
14Jesus called over the crowd again, and he was saying to them, “Everybody
listen to me, and understand. 15There’s nothing outside a person, which, by going
inside, can make the person unholy. No, it’s the things that come out of a person
that make the person unholy.”g
When he went inside a house, away from the crowd, his followers asked him
about that parable. 18Jesus said to them, “Don’t you understand either?h Don’t you
know that everything outside that goes inside a person can’t make the person
unholy? 19After all, it doesn’t go into the person’s heart, but into the digestive
system, and then goes out into the sewer.” (He’s declaring all foods clean.)i 20And
Jesus was saying, “It’s what comes out of a person that makes the person unholy.
21After all, it’s from the inside—from people’s hearts—that bad thoughts come.
Whether it’s acts of sexual immorality,j stealing, murder, marital unfaithfulness,k
l
m
blasphemy, arrogance, or
22greediness, hate, dishonesty, promiscuity, envy,
foolishness, 23all these evils come out from inside and make a person unholy.”
17

Jesus Heals a Non-Jewish Woman’s Daughter (Mt. 15:21-28)
24Jesus got up and went off to the area around Tyre. He went into a house, and he
didn’t want anyone to know he was there. Yetn he couldn’t keep from being
recognized. 25In fact, one woman heard about him right away, whose little
daughter had an unclean spirit. She came and threw herself at his feet. 26The

a

Exod. 20:12; Deut. 5:16.
Exod. 21:17.
c
Lit. “If a person should say.” It’s an incomplete sentence. Jesus refers to a tradition that creates a way for
people to keep their resources away from their aging parents. The person makes a religious commitment to give
the resources to the Temple, and from then on, the person only owns them on trust. So they can’t give them
away to anyone—even parents. It’s a way of sheltering your money from family obligations.
d
Prn. core-ban.
e
Lit. “your.”
f
Lit. “similar.” In English it sounds redundant.
g
Some later mss have v. 16, “If anyone has ears to hear, let ’em hear!”
h
Lit. “You’re that lacking in understanding too?” Jesus is surprised that they seem to be doing no better than the
rest of his hearers, despite having had the benefit of far more of his teaching.
i
This appears to be a side comment by Mark.
j
Or “fornication” (see “Bible Words”).
k
Or “adultery” (see “Bible Words”).
l
Or “lack of self-control,” or “licentiousness.”
m
Or “spite”; lit. “the evil eye,” which is an ill will that is offended to see someone else prosper (see also Matt.
20:1-16).
n
Lit. “and.”
b
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woman was a non-Jew, a Syrophoenician.a She asked him to kick the demon out
of her daughter. 27And he was saying to her, “First let the children be fed. After
all, it’s not good to take the children’s food and throw it to the pet dogs.” 28But
she said back to him, “Sir, even the pet dogs under the table eat the children’s
scraps.” 29And Jesus said to her, “For saying that, go—the demon has left your
daughter.” 30And when she went off home, she found her child lying in bed, and
the demon was gone.
Jesus Heals a Deaf Man (Mt. 15:29-31)
b
31Jesus came back from the area around Tyre. He went by way of Sidon to the
c
Lake of Galilee, and on through middle of the Decapolis area. 32And they
brought him a man who was deaf and could barely speak. They pleaded with him
to put his hand on him. 33And Jesus took him out of the crowd by himself. Then
he put his fingers in his ears, and spat and touched his tongue. 34And he looked up
to heaven and let out a groaning sigh. Jesus said to him, “Ephphatha!”d which
means, “Open up!” 35And his ears cleared,e and his tongue was freed up, and he
started talking normally.f 36Jesus warned them not to tell anyone. But as much as
he warned them, they spread the news that much more. 37Peopleg were absolutely,
totally astounded. They were saying, “He’s done everything well! He even makes
deaf people hear and mute people speak!”
Jesus Feeds More Than 4,000 People (Mt. 15:32-39)
Around that time,h there was another large crowd, and they didn’t have
anything to eat. Jesus called his followers over and said to them, 2“I feel
compassion for the crowd, because they’ve already stayed with me for three
days, and they don’t have anything to eat. 3If I send them home hungry, they’ll
collapse on the way. Some of them have come from a long ways away.” 4His
followers said back to him, “Where can anybody get enough loaves of bread to
feed these people out herei in the wilderness?” 5Jesus asked them, “How many
loaves of bread do you have?” They said, “Seven.” 6And Jesus told the crowd to
liej down on the ground. He took the seven loaves, gave thanks, broke them, and
gave them to his followers to hand out. And they handed them out to the crowd.
7They also had a few small fish. When Jesus had blessed them, he said to hand
them out too. 8People were eating, and they had a good meal. And they picked up
seven bags of leftovers. 9There were about four thousand people. And Jesus sent

8

a

Prn. sye-roe-fa-nee-shun. This is noteworthy because Jews were strict about not having anything to do with
non-Jews.
b
Prn. sye-din.
c
Prn. deh-kapp-o-liss.
d
Prn. ef-fath-a.
e
Lit. “his ears [i.e. his ear canals] opened.”
f
Lit. “The bond of his tongue was loosed, and he was/began talking properly.”
g
Lit. “they.” But I think Mark means the people who heard this story, not the people who told it.
h
Lit. “In those days,” which gives the wrong sense in English.
i
Lit. “From where can someone fully feed these people bread here?” I.e. where will they get the bread?
j
In those days people always lay down to eat, rather than sitting.
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them home.a 10Right away he got into the boat with his followers and went to the
area of Dalmanutha.b
People Demand That Jesus Show Them a Miracle (Mt. 16:1-4)
11The Pharisees came out and started to argue with Jesus. They were trying to get
him to give themc a miracled from heaven. 12Jesus groaned deep in his spirit, and
said, “How can this generation ask for a miracle?e I’m telling you seriously: no
miraclef is going to be given to this generation.” 13And he left them, and went
over to the other side by boat again.
Jesus Warns about the “Yeast of the Pharisees and the Yeast of Herod” (Mt.
16:5-12)
14And they’d forgotten to take some loaves of bread along. Aside from one loaf,
they didn’t have anything with them in the boat. 15Jesus was telling them, “Be
careful—watch out for the yeast of the Pharisees and the yeast of Herod.” 16And
they were talking among themselves, and saying, “We don’t have any bread.”
17Jesus knew what they were thinking. He said, “Why are you talking about the
fact that you don’t have any bread? Don’t you get it yet? Don’t you understand?
Do you have such stubborn hearts?g 18Do you ‘have eyes and not see, and ears,
and not hear’?h Don’t you remember? 19When I broke the five loaves for those
five thousand people, how many baskets of extra pieces did you pick up?” They
said to him, “Twelve.” 20“And when the seven loaves went for the four thousand?
How many bags of extra pieces did you pick up?” They said, “Seven.” 21And he
was saying to them, “Don’t you understand?”
Jesus Heals a Blind Man at Bethsaida
i
22They went into Bethsaida. And some people brought Jesus a blind man and
pleaded with him to touch him. 23Jesus took the blind man’s hand and brought
him out of the village. And he spat on his eyes, and put his hands on him. He
asked him, “Do you see anything?” 24And he could see again.j He was saying,
“I’m seeing people—because it’s like I’m seeing trees walking around!” 25Then
Jesus put his hands on his eyes again, and he looked hard, and he was back to
normal, and was seeing everything clearly. 26Jesus sent him off home, saying,
“Don’t even go into the village.”

Lit. “sent them off,” but it isn’t harsh in Greek.
Prn. dal-ma-noo-tha.
Lit. “They were seeking from/with him.”
d
Traditionally: “a sign” (see “Bible Words”).
e
Or “Why does this generation seek a miracle?” See nt. on v. 11.
f
Traditionally: “a sign” (see “Bible Words”).
g
Or “Have your hearts gotten that stubborn?”
h
Jer. 5:21; Ezek. 12:2.
i
Prn. beth-say-da.
j
“And he could see again”; lit. “Having seen again,” or, less likely, “And when he looked up.” It appears that
this man has been able to see at some time in the past.
a

b
c
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Peter Tells Jesus, “You’re the Messiah!” (Mt. 16:18-20; Lk. 9:18-20)
a
27Jesus and his followers left for the villages of Caesarea Philippi. On the way,
he asked his followers a question. He was saying to them, “Who do people say I
am?” 28They said to him, “Some say John the Baptizer, others say Elijah, and
others say one of the prophets.” 29Jesus asked them, “And you? Who do you say I
am?” Peter answered, “You’re the Messiah!”b 30And Jesus warned them not to
talk to anybody about him.
Jesus Tells his Followers That he is Going to be Killed (Mt. 16:21-24a; Lk. 9:2122)
31And Jesus started to teach them that the Human One had to be treated very
badly byc the elders, chief priests, and scripture experts, and be rejected by them.
He had to be killed, and rise again on the third day. 32Jesus was talking openly
about it.d And Peter took him aside and began to tell him off. 33But he turned and
looked at his followers, and told Peter off. He said to Peter, “Get on behind me,
Satan! Because you’re not thinking God’s thoughts—you’re thinking human
thoughts!”e
Pick up Your Cross and Follow Me! (Mt. 16:24b-28; Lk. 9:23-27)
34And he called the crowd to come over with his followers. Jesus said to them, “If
anyone wants to follow me, let them deny themselves, and pick up their cross and
follow me. 35Because whoever wants to save their life will lose it. But whoever is
going to lose their life—because of me andf the good news—will find it. 36After
all, what good is it for a person to gain the whole world, and their life is a loss? g
37In other words, what can a person give in exchange for their life? 38Because if
someone is ashamed of me and my words in this unfaithful and sinful generation,
then the Human One will also be ashamed of them, when he comes with the
glory of his Father, along with the holy angels.”h
Jesus is Transformed in Front of Peter, James, and John (Mt. 17:1-8; Lk. 9:2836; 2 Pet. 1:16-18)
Jesus was saying to them, “I’m telling you seriously, some of you standing
right here won’t diei until they’ve seen the Reign of God come with power!”

9

After six days, Jesus took along Peter, James, and John, and he led them up a
high mountain all alone. And he was changed in front of them. 3His clothes
2

a

Prn. sezz-a-ree-a fil-lip-pye.
See “Bible Words.”
c
Lit. “suffer many things from.”
d
Or “saying the word/matter openly.”
e
Lit. “You’re not thinking the things of God, but rather the things of human beings.”
f
Some early mss. don’t have “me and.”
g
Lit. “their life is lost,” but this is a business metaphor, in terms of profit and loss. On the profit side of the
ledger, you’ve acquired the entire planet, but your life itself is on the loss side. What have you gained?
h
The first sentence of Chapter 9 belongs to this paragraph.
i
Lit. “taste death.”
b
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turned totally bright white—a kind of white that no professional cleaner on earth
could create. 4And Elijah and Moses appeared to them, and they were talking
together with Jesus. 5Peter responded and said to Jesus, “Teacher, it’s a good
thing we’re here! If you like, we’ll make three shelters—one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6Actually,a he didn’t know what he was saying,b
because he and the othersc were terrified. 7And a cloud came and cast its shadow
over them—and a voice came out of the cloud: “This is my Son! I love him! d
Listen to him!” 8Suddenly, as they looked all around, they couldn’t see anybody
with them except Jesus.e 9As they were going back down the mountain, Jesus
ordered them not to tell anybody what they’d seen—until the Human One rose
again from among the dead. 10And they kept it to themselves.f They were trying
to figure outg what “rising from among the dead” could be.h
The Coming of Elijah (Mt. 17:9-13)
11And they asked him this question: “Why do the scripture experts say that Elijah
has to come first?” 12Jesus said to them, “Well, Elijah does come first, and puts
everything back right.i Yetj how does scripture sayk about the Human One, that
lots of bad things are going to happen to him, and that he’s going to be despised? l
13Yes, I’m telling you, Elijah has already come. And they did whatever they
wanted to him—just as scripture saysm about him.”
Jesus Heals a Boy Who Has a Demon (Mt. 17:14-21; Lk. 9:37-43a)
14When they came to Jesus’ followers, they saw a big crowd around them. And
the scripture experts were arguing with them. 15Right away the whole crowd saw
Jesus, and they were totally amazed. They ran over, and were greeting him.
16Jesus asked them, “What were you arguing about with them?” 17And one of the
people in the crowd answered, “Teacher, I brought my son to you—he has a spirit
that can’t speak.n 18Whenever it grabs him, it throws him down. And he foams at
the mouth, grinds his teeth, and goes all stiff.o I told your followers to kick it out,
and they couldn’t.” 19Jesus said to them,p “You faithless generation, how long am
Lit. “For.”
Or “he didn’t know how to respond.”
c
“He and the others”: lit. “they” (meaning Peter, James, and John).
d
Lit. “my beloved.”
e
Lit. “And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anybody—but only Jesus with them.”
f
Or “And they obeyed the order,” or “And they seized on that statement.”
g
“Trying to figure out”: or, “arguing about,” “discussing,” or “pondering.”
h
Lit. “is.”
i
Or “restores everything.” Mal. 4:5-6.
j
Lit. “And.” Mark is again using “and” to mean the equivalent of “but.”
k
Lit. “and how is it written.”
l
Ps. 22:1-18; Isa. 53:3.
m
Lit. “just as it is written.”
n
Lit. “a mute spirit.”
o
I.e. “spastic.” The same word is used of the man with the “shriveled up arm” (Mk 3:1). This is looking a lot
like epilepsy.
p
I suspect he’s addressing the scripture experts, rather than the crowd or his followers.
a

b
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I going to be with you? How long will I have to put up with you? Bring him to
me.” 20And they brought him to Jesus. When the spirit saw him, it shook the boy
violently. He fell down, and he was rolling around and foaming at the mouth.
21Jesus asked his father, “How long has this been happening to him?” He said,
“Since he was little. 22Lots of times it has thrown him into fire and into water,
trying to killa him. But if you can do something, please have compassion for us
and help us!” 23Jesus said to him, “ ‘If you can’? Everything’s possible for the
person who believes.” 24The boy’s father cried out, “I believe! Help me with my
unbelief!” 25Jesus saw that a crowd was running up and gathering around. He told
off the unclean spirit, and was saying to it, “You spirit that can’t talk or hear, I
command you to come out of him and never go into him again!” 26After
screaming and shaking him very violently,b the spirit came out. He lay there as
though he were dead—and most people thought he’d died.c 27But Jesus took his
hand and raised him up, and he stood up. 28When Jesus went indoors, his
followers asked him, “How come we couldn’t kick that demon out?” 29He said to
them, “This kind can’t come out by anything but prayer.”
Jesus Tells His Followers Again That He is Going to be Killed (Mt. 17:22-23; Lk.
9:43b-45)
30They left there and were traveling through Galilee. Jesus didn’t want anyone to
know about it, 31because he was teaching his closest followers. He was saying to
them, “The Human One is going to be betrayed to the authorities,d and they’re
going to kill him. After he has died, he’ll rise again after three days.” 32They
couldn’t understand that,e but they were afraid to ask him about it.
Who is the Greatest Follower of Jesus? (Mt. 18:1-5; Lk. 9:46-48)
f
33They went into Capernaum. When they got indoors, Jesus asked them, “What
were you discussing on the way?” 34But they didn’t say anything.g Because on the
way, they’d been discussing who was the greatest. 35Jesus sat down and called the
twelve over. He said to them, “If somebody wants to be first, they’re going to be
last of everybody, and a servant to everybody.” 36And he took a child, and had the
child stand right there in the middle of them. He hugged the child, and said to
them, 37“Whoever accepts one child like thish in my name, accepts me. And
whoever accepts me, isn’t accepting me, but the one who sent me.”

Lit. “destroy.”
Or “after shaking him violently many times.”
Lit. “with the result that the majority said he’d died.” In Greek, “said” can mean “thought.”
d
Lit. “handed over into the hands of human beings.”
e
Lit. “the matter.”
f
Prn. cup-per-nee-um.
g
Lit. “but they were silent.”
h
Lit. “one of such children.”
a

b
c
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Whoever isn’t against Us is for Us (Mt. 10:40-42; Lk. 9:49-50)
38John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone kicking out demons in your
name, and we were trying to stop him, because he wasn’t one of our followers.”a
39Jesus said, “Don’t stop him. After all, no one who does a display of power in
my name is also going to be able to say nasty things about me right away.
b
40Because whoever isn’t against us is for us. 41In fact, whoever gives you a cup
c
of water because you belong to the Messiah, I’m telling you seriously, they will
never lose their reward.”
The Grave Seriousness of Tripping People Up—Including Yourself (Mt. 18:6-9;
Lk. 17:1-2)
d
42And suppose someone trips up one of these little ones who believe in me. It’s
e
better for them to have had a millstone put around their neck and to have been
thrown into the ocean. 43And if your hand trips you up, cut it off. It’s better for
you to go into life with a disabilityf than to have two hands, and go into
Gehenna—into the fire that can’t be put out.g 45And if your foot trips you up, cut
it off. It’s better for you to go into life with a disability than to have two feet, and
get thrown into Gehenna. 47And if your eye trips you up, tear it out. It’s better for
you to go into the Reign of God with one eye, than to have two eyes, and get
thrown into Gehenna—48where “their worm doesn’t die, and the fire doesn’t get
put out.”h 49Because everybody is going to be salted with fire. 50Salt is good. But
if salt ever loses its saltiness, what are you going to season it with? Have salt in
yourselves, and be at peace with one another.
Jesus Teaches about Divorce (Mt. 19:1-9)
Jesus got up from there, and came into the area of Judea east of the Jordan
River.i And crowds gathered to him again. As usual, he was teaching
them. 2And some people were asking himj whether it was allowed for a man to
divorce his wife. They were testing him. 3Jesus answered, “What did Moses tell
you to do?” 4They said, “Moses let us ‘write a note of divorce and send her
away.’ ”k 5And Jesus was saying to them, “It was because of the stubbornnessl of

10

Lit. “he wasn’t following us.”
Lit. “For.”
c
Lit. “in the name of you’re being Messiah’s.”
d
The words “in me” are absent from some early and reliable mss. It’s possible they were added by a sleepy
copyist.
e
Imagine a ten-inch-thick disk about the size of an automobile rim, made of stone, with a central axle hole.
f
Or “maimed.”
g
The oldest mss do not contain vv. 44 and 46, each of which repeats v. 48.
h
Isa. 66:24.
i
Lit. “across the Jordan.” Some good ancient mss. read, “and across.”
j
Some good ancient mss. have “And some Pharisees came up, and were asking him.” The fact that they are
“testing him,” together with the parallel in Matthew 19:3, tempts a copyist to conclude that some words have
dropped out by mistake. Then again, maybe they did drop out by mistake!
k
Deut. 24:1, 3.
l
Lit. “stiffness,” or “hardness.”
a

b
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your hearts that Moses wrote you that command. 6But from the beginning of
creation,
God created them male and female. 7Because of this, a man will leave his
father and mother and be joined to his wife. 8And the two will be one
flesh.a
“As a result, they aren’t two, but ‘one flesh.’ 9So: what God has joined together,
human beingsb shouldn’t separate.”
When they were inside again, his followers were asking him about it. 11Jesus
said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife, and marries someone else, is breaking
his marriage vows. 12And if she divorces her husband, and marries someone else,
she’s breaking her marriage vows.”c
10

Jesus Blesses Some Little Children (Mt. 19:13-15; Lk. 18:15-17)
d
13People started bringing children up to Jesus, for him to touch them—but his
followers gave them a hard time.e 14But when Jesus saw that, he was angry. He
said to them, “Let the children come to me! Don’t be stopping them! After all, the
Reign of God belongs to ones like these. 15I’m telling you seriously: whoever
doesn’t accept the Reign of God like a child will never go into it.” 16And he
hugged them, then laid his hands on them and blessed them.
A Rich Man Comes to Jesus (Mt. 19:16-30; Lk. 18:18-30)
17As Jesus was walking along from there, a man ran up to him and knelt in front
of him. He started to ask him, “Good teacher, what should I do to inherit eternal
life?” 18But Jesus said to him, “Why are you saying I’m good? Nobody’s good
except for the One God. 19You know the commandments: Don’t murder, don’t
break your marriage vows,f don’t steal, don’t give false testimony against anyone,
don’t cheat people, honor your father and mother.”g 20And he was saying to Jesus,
“Teacher, I’ve kept all of these since I was a child.” 21And as Jesus looked at him,
he loved him. He said to him, “You’re missing one thing. Go and sell everythingh
you have, and give to the poor. Theni you’ll have treasure in heaven. And come
follow me.” 22But he was shocked by that statement. He went away deeply
depressed, because he had lots of possessions.

a

Gen. 1:27; 2:24; 5:2.
Or “a man,” as when he divorces his wife.
c
“Breaking one’s marriage vows,” traditionally termed “adultery,” is forbidden in the Ten Commandments
(Exod. 20:14).
d
Lit. “And they were bringing.”
e
Lit. “But the followers scolded them,” or “told them off.”
f
Traditionally: “commit adultery.”
g
Exod. 20:12-16; Deut. 5:16-20; 24:14.
h
Lit. “whatever.”
i
Lit. “…poor, and.”
b

MARK

2 5

Rich People are Going to Find it Painful to Enter Heaven’s Reign (Mt. 19:23-30;
Lk. 18:24-30)
23Jesus looked around and said to his followers, “It will be so painful for people
who have wealth to enter God’s Reign!” 24And his followers were just astonished
by the things he was saying.a But Jesus said to them again, “Children, it’s so
painfulb to enter God’s Reign! 25It’s easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a
needle than for a rich person to enter the Reign of God.” 26And they were
completely astounded. They were saying to each other, “Thenc who can be
saved?” 27Jesus looked at them and said, “It’s impossible for human beings, but
not for God. Everything’s possible for God.” 28Peter started to say to him, “Look,
we’ve left everything and have become your followers.” 29Jesus was saying, “I’m
telling you seriously: there’s no one who has left a home, or brothers or sisters, or
mother or father, or a child, or properties for me and the good news, 30who won’t
receive a hundred times as much now in this age: homes, brothers, sisters,
mothers, children, and properties—with persecutions. And in the age that’s
coming, eternal life. 31But a lot of those who are first are going to be last, and a
lot of those who are last are going to be first.”
Jesus Says for the Third Time That He is Going to be Killed (Mt. 20:17-19; Lk.
18:31-34)
32They were on the road going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was leading them. They
were amazed, but the people following behind were feeling scared. Jesus took the
twelve aside again and started telling them the things that were about to happen
to him. 33“Look, we’re going up to Jerusalem, and the Human One is going to be
handed over to the chief priests and the scripture experts. They’re going to
condemn him to death and hand him over to the Gentiles. 34They are going to
make fun of him, and spit on him, and whip him, and kill him. And after three
days he’s going to rise up.”
James and John Ask Jesus for a Favor (Mt. 20:20-28)
35James and John, the sons of Zebedee, walked up to Jesus. They said to him,
“Teacher, we want you to do something for us, that we’re going to ask you.”
36Jesus said to them, “What do you want me to do for you?” 37They said to him,
“Give us this favor: that one of us will sit on your right, and one on your left, in
your glory.” 38Jesus said to them, “You don’t know what you’re asking. Can you
drink the cup that I’m drinking, or go through the baptism that I’m going
through?”d 39They said to him, “We can.” And Jesus said to them, “You will drink
the cup that I’m drinking, and you will go through the baptism I’m going
through. 40But to sit on my right and my left—that’s not for me to grant. No, it’s
for whoever it has been prepared for.”
Lit. “And his followers were being astounded by his words.”
Some ancient mss have “painful for those who trust in wealth.”
c
Lit. “And.”
d
Lit. “Can you drink the cup I drink, or be baptized the baptism I am being baptized?”
a

b
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When the ten heard about it, they started getting offended with James and John.
And Jesus called them over and said to them, “You know that those who
supposedlya rule the Gentiles wield power over them, and that the great people
among them wield authority over them. 43But it’s not like that with you. No—the
person who hopesb to be great among you will be a servant to you all; 44and the
person who hopes to be first among you will be a servant to you all. 45After all,
even the Human One didn’t come to be served, but to serve—and to give his life
to buy many people out of bondage.”c
41
42

Jesus Heals a Blind Man at Jericho (Mt. 20:29-34; Lk. 18:35-43)
46They came to Jericho. As Jesus was leaving Jericho—along with his followers
and a good-sized crowd—there was a blind man: Timaeus’s son, known as
Bartimaeus.d He was sitting by the side of the road, begging. 47When he heard
that it was Jesus the Nazarene, he started to shout, “Jesus, Son of David,e please
have mercy on me!” 48And although lots of people were telling him off, and
saying to be quiet, he was shouting all the more, “Son of David, please have
mercy on me!” 49Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” And they called out to him.
They were saying to him, “Cheer up!f Get up, he’s calling you!” 50And he threw
off his outer robe and jumped up, and came up to Jesus. 51Jesus said to him,g
“What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “Teacher, I’d
like to see again!” 52And Jesus said to him, “Go—your faith has healed you.”
Right away he could see again, and began following Jesus on the road.
The Crowds Celebrate as Jesus Enters Jerusalem (Mt. 21:1-11; Lk. 19:28-40; Jn
12:12-19)
When they got close to Jerusalem, at Bethphageh and Bethany,i next to the
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his followers on a mission. 2He said to
them, “Go into the village across from you. Right as you’re going into it, you’ll
find a colt tied up. It will never have been ridden before.j Untie it and bring it. 3If
anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing that?’ say, ‘The Teacher needs him,k and

11

Or “who appear to.” I can’t tell if Jesus is hinting that God is the true ruler of all, or that rulers pretend to rule,
but really just exploit.
b
Lit. “wants,” here and in the next instance.
c
Lit. “to give his life as a redemption price for many.” The “redemption price” most often refers to the price
paid to buy the freedom of a slave, but also can refer to kidnap ransom. So: the Messiah didn’t come to enslave
people (by domineering over people), but free them from bondage (both practically and spiritually).
d
Prn. tim-may-us and bar-tim-may-us. In Hebrew, bar means “son of.” Everyone knew him by his surname.
e
He must know that Jesus is known to be a descendent of David, and that people hope that he is the Messiah
(the Christ). He hopes so too.
f
Or “take heart,” or “have courage.”
g
Lit. “And Jesus, answering him, said.”
h
Prn. beth-fa-gee.
i
Prn. beth-a-nee.
j
Lit. “upon which no human being has ever sat.”
k
Or “His master needs him” (Lattimore).
a
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he’s sendinga him back here right away.’ ”b 4And they went off. They found the
colt tied up out in the street in front of a door, and they untied him. 5Some of the
people standing there were saying to them, “What are you doing, untying that
colt?” 6They told them just what Jesus said, and they left them alone. 7And they
brought the colt to Jesus. And they put their robes over him, and Jesus sat on him.
c
8Lots of people threw their robes in the street, and others threw branches they
had cut from the fields. 9And the people walking ahead, and the people following
behind, were shouting,
Hosanna!d Bless the onee who comes in the name of the Lord!f
g
10Bless the coming reign of our ancestor David!
Hosanna in the heights of heaven!
They came into Jerusalem, and went into the Temple. Jesus looked around at
everything, but it was already about sundown, so he went out to Bethany with the
twelve.
11

Jesus Curses a Fig Tree (Mt. 21:18-19)
12The next day, as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus felt hungry. 13He saw a fig
tree a long ways away, with leaves on it. He went to it, in case he might findh
some figs on it.i When he came, he didn’t find anything on it but leaves—because
it wasn’t the right season for figs. 14Jesus said to it, “From now on, may nobody
ever eat from your fruit again!” And his followers were listening.
Jesus Goes to the Temple—And Knocks Over Some Tables (Mt. 21:12-17; Lk.
19:45; Jn 2:12-25)
15They came to Jerusalem. When they went into the Temple, he started kicking
out the people who were buying and selling in the Temple. Jesus turned over the
tables of the money-changers, and the chairs of the people selling doves. 16He
wasn’t letting anybody carry goodsj through the Temple. 17He was teaching, and
was saying to them, “Doesn’t scripture sayk that ‘My house will be called a house
of prayer for all the nations’?l But you’ve made it a hideout for armed robbers!”a
Some mss. have “he will send him back,” which looks like an attempted correction. In Mark’s Greek, as well
as in informal English, “He’s sending him back” can mean, “He intends to send him back.”
b
Some mss. have “and he will send him here [i.e. to Jesus] right away,” which makes it agree with Mt. 21:3.
c
Like an improvised “red carpet” treatment.
d
“Hosanna” is Hebrew, and means something like “God save the king.” But since the king is God (who dwells
in the highest heaven), the sense is, “May God’s will and ways prosper!”
e
Lit. “Blessed is/be he.”
f
Ps. 118:25-26.
g
Lit. “Blessed is/be.”
h
Lit. “if he will find.”
i
Autumn, not spring (Passover time), is the season for figs to be ripe. It’s always possible that there will be a
few figs from the previous season that have dried up on the branch without rotting.
j
“Goods”: or, “a container.” The publicly accessible part of the Temple was mostly open courtyards, not a
closed building. It was roughly square, and approximately a sixth of a mile on each side.
k
Lit. “isn’t it written.”
l
Isa. 56:7.
a
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The chief priests and the scripture experts heard that, and they were looking for
a way to kill him,b because they were afraid of him. Because the whole crowd
keptc being astounded by his teaching. 19And when it got to be evening, theyd
went out of the city.
18

A Lesson about Faith from the Fig Tree (Mt. 21:20-22)
20As they were walking by early the next day, they saw the fig tree had dried up
right from the roots up. 21And Peter remembered it. He said to Jesus, “Teacher,
look! The fig tree that you cursed—it’s all dried up.” 22Jesus answered, and said
to all of them, “Have faith in God!e 23I’m telling you seriously: whoever says to
this mountain, ‘Get up and throw yourselff in the ocean,’ and doesn’t doubt in
their heart, but believes that what they say is happening, it will happen for them.”
24So I’m telling you: all the things you pray for and ask for—believe that you’ve
received them and it will be that way for you. 25And whenever you’re standing
there praying,g forgive whatever you are holding against somebody. That way,
your Father in heaven will forgive your offenses.h
The Religious Leaders Question Jesus’ Authority (Mt. 21:23-27; Lk. 20:1-8)
27They came to Jerusalem again, and Jesus was walking around in the Temple.
The chief priests, the scripture experts, and the elders came up to him. 28They
were saying to him, “By what authority are you doing these things? Who gave
you the authority to do all this?”i 29Jesus said to them, “I’ll ask you one thing, and
you answer me. Thenj I’ll tell you by what authority I’m doing these things.
30John’s baptism—was it from heaven, or did it just come from human beings?
Answer me.” 31And they started discussing it amongst themselves. They were
saying, “If we say it was from heaven, he’ll say to us, ‘Then why didn’t you
believe him?’ 32But should we say it was just from human beings?” (They were
afraid of the crowd, because everybody regarded John as really being a prophet.k)
33And they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” Jesus said to them, “Then I’m not
going to tell you by what authority I’m doing these things.”

Or “a thieves’ cave.” Jer. 7:11.
Lit. “And they were seeking how they might destroy him.”
c
Lit. “the whole crowd/populace was.”
d
Or, with some mss., “he.”
e
Some mss: “Do you really have faith in God?”
f
Or “get thrown.”
g
Jews of Jesus’ day usually prayed standing up.
h
The most reliable ancient mss omit v. 26: “But if you don’t forgive, your Father in heaven won’t forgive your
offenses either.”
i
Lit. “Or who gave you this authority, so that you do these things?” But they don’t intend to grant that he
actually has “this authority.” The “Or” at the beginning of the sentence is short for, “Let me put it another way.”
j
Lit. “And.” He’s laying down a condition.
k
Lit. “because everybody was holding John really as being a prophet.”
a

b
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The Parable of the Evil Tenant Farmers (Mt. 21:33-46; Lk. 20:9-19)
Jesus started to talk to them in parables:

12

A man planted a vineyard and put up a fence. He dug a wine press in it,
and built a watchtower.a Then he leased it out to farmers, and moved away.
b
2When the time came, he sent a servant to get a portion of the harvest of the
vineyard. 3And they took him and beat him up, and sent him away empty-handed.
4Again, he sent another servant to them. That one they hit over the head and
humiliated. 5And he sent another, and they killed that one. He sent lots more—
some they beat up, and others they killed. 6He still had one person left: a son that
he loved. He sent him to them last. He thought,c “They’ll respect my son.” 7But
those farmers said to one another, “This is the heir! Come on, let’s kill him, and
the inheritance will be ours!” 8And they took him and killed him, and threw him
out of the vineyard. 9So what will the owner of that vineyard do? He’ll come and
kill those farmers and give the vineyard to somebody else. 10Haven’t you even
read this scripture—
This stone,
Which the builders rejected,
Has become the cornerstone!
d
11The Lord has done this,
e
And it’s amazing to us!
They were looking for a way to arrestf Jesus, butg they were afraid of the crowd.
Because they knew he’d told that parable against them. They left him alone and
went away.
12

Jesus Answers a Trick Question about Paying Taxes to Caesar (Mt. 22:15-22; Lk.
20:20-26)
13They sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus, to trap him in what he
said.h 14They came and said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere,i and
that you don’t pay attention to who anybody is, because you don’t go by outward
appearances.j None of that—you teach God’s way truthfully. Is it all right to pay
the tax to Caesar, or not? 15Should we give it to them or not?” But Jesus knew
they were just acting,k and said, “Why are you testing me? Bring me a denariusl
a

Jesus is quoting Isa. 5:1-2.
In other words, in a few years, when the grape arbors had matured enough to bear their first real harvest.
c
Lit. “he said.”
d
Lit. “This has come about from the Lord.”
e
Lit. “And it’s an amazing thing in our eyes.” Ps. 118:22.
f
Lit. “grab.”
g
Lit. “and.”
h
Lit. “in word.”
i
Lit. “true.”
j
Lit. “It is no concern to you about anyone, for you don’t look on people’s faces.”
k
Lit. “But Jesus knew their play-acting.”
l
Prn. din-nah-ree-us. This was a Roman coin.
b
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so I can look at it.” 16And they brought him one. He said to them, “Whose image
and inscription is this?” They said to him, “Caesar’s.” 17Jesus said to them, “Give
Caesar’s things to Caesar, and God’s things to God.” And they were totally
amazed by him.
Jesus Answers a Trick Question about the Resurrection (Mt. 22:23-33; Lk. 20:2740)
18Some Sadducees came up to him—the ones who say there’s no resurrection.
They asked him this question:a 19“Teacher, Moses wrote us this command:
Suppose somebody’s brother dies, and he leaves a wife behind, butb
doesn’t leave a child. His brother should marryc the wife and raise up
offspring for his brother.d
Once there were seven brothers. The first married a wifee and died without
leaving any offspring. 21And the second brother married her without leaving any
offspring. The same with the third. 22And the seven didn’t leave any offspring.f
g
23At the resurrection, when they rise, which one’s wife will she be? Because all
h
seven had been married to her.” 24Jesus was saying to them,
20

Isn’t this why you’re way off? You don’t know the scriptures, and you don’t
know the power of God. 25Because when they rise from among the dead, people
aren’t married, and they don’t get married. No, they’re like angels in the heavens.
i
26But as for the fact that the dead rise, haven’t you read in the book of Moses, in
the passage about the burning bush, how God spoke to him and said:
I’m the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob!j
God isn’t the God of the dead, but of the living. You’re very far off.

27

Jesus Answers a Question about the First Commandment (Mt. 22:34-40; Lk.
10:25-28)
28One of the scripture experts came up and listened to them arguing. When he
saw how well Jesus had answered them, he asked him, “What’s the number one

Lit. “and they asked him, saying.”
Lit. “and.”
c
Lit. “take.”
d
Deut. 25:5; Gen. 38:8.
e
Lit. “took a wife.”
f
You have to emphasize the word “seven” and de-emphasize the words that follow it, in order for the jump
from number three to all seven to make sense.
g
Some major ancient mss. lack the words “when they rise.” But it’s easier to imagine a copyist leaving them
out by mistake than to imagine a copyist being tempted to add them if they weren’t there.
h
Lit. “For the seven had had her as a wife.”
i
Lit. “as for the dead, that they rise.”
j
Exod. 3:6, 15, 16.
a

b
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commandment of all?”a 29Jesus answered, “The number one commandment is
this:
Hear, Israel!
The Lord your God, the Lord is One!b
and,

30

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and
with all your understanding, and with all your strength.c
Number two is this:

31

Love your neighbor, just as you love yourself.d
There is no other commandment greater than these.”
32And the scripture expert said to Jesus, “Well said, Teacher! You’ve rightly said
that God is One, and that there’s no other god but God. 33And loving God with
your whole heart and understanding and strength, and loving your neighbor as
yourself, is more than all the burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34When Jesus saw
that he’d answered wisely, he said to him, “You’re not far from the Reign of
God.” After that, nobody dared to question him anymore.e

Jesus Asks a Question of his Own (Mt. 22:41-46; Lk. 41-44)
f
35Jesus went on to do more teaching in the Temple. “How is it that the scripture
experts say that the Messiah is the son of David?g 36David himself said in the
Holy Spirit,
The Lord said to my Lord,
‘Sit at my right side until I put your enemies under your feet.’h
David himself calls him ‘Lord,’ soi where does it come from that he’s David’s
son?”j And a large crowd was eagerly listening to him.k
37

Jesus Criticizes the Scripture Experts (Mt. 23:1-7; Lk. 20:45-47)
38In his teaching, Jesus was saying, “Watch out for the scripture experts. They
want to walk around in long robes and be greeted with respect in public places.a
Lit. “Which is the commandment that is first of all of them?” That is, first in importance/priority.
Deut. 6:4-5.
c
Or “…with all your mind…” Deut. 6:5.
d
Lev. 19:18.
e
Lit. “And nobody was daring to question him anymore,” i.e., from that time onwards.
f
Lit. “And Jesus continued, and was talking, teaching in the Temple.”
g
I.e. a descendant of David.
h
Ps. 110:1.
i
Lit. “and.”
j
The word “son” in this context means “descendant.” I think the idea is, the Messiah seems to be older than
David, not younger, since David looks up to him as his “Lord.” But if Messiah is younger, why is David
deferential to him, rather than the Messiah being deferential to his ancestor?
k
Or “was listening to him delightedly.”
a

b
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They want to have the best seats in the synagogues and the best places at
banquets. 40These people gobble up widows’ houses—while making a show of
praying long prayers! They’re going to faceb all the more judgment!”
39

Jesus Praises a Poor Widow’s Offering (Lk. 21:1-4)
41As Jesus sat across from the offering box, he was watching how the crowd was
putting coins in the box. And a lot of rich people threw in a lot of coins. 42And
one poor widow came along and put in two half pennies—in other words, a
penny. 43Jesus called his followers over. He said to them, “I’m telling you
seriously, that poor widow put in more than all the people putting money in the
offering box. 44Because they all put in out of what they had left overc—but she,
out of her shortage of money, put in everything she had—all of her savings!”
Jesus Prophesies the Destruction of the Temple (Mt. 24:1-8; Lk. 21:5-6)
As Jesus walked out of the Temple, one of his followers said to him,
“Teacher, look what amazing stones and buildings!” 2Jesus said to him,
“Do you see these big buildings? There won’t be one stone left on top of another
here—they’ll all be torn down!”d 3Later,e Jesus sat down at the Mount of Olives,
across from the Temple. Peter, James, John, and Andrew were asking him about it
privately. 4“Tell us, when will these things happen? Also, what’s the signf to look
for, when all these things are about to come about?”g 5And Jesus began saying to
them:

13

Signs of the Wrapping Up of the Age (Mt. 24:3-8; Lk. 21:7-11)
Make sure nobody fools you.h 6Lots of people are going to come using my name.
They’re going to be saying, “I’m him!” And lots of people will be fooled by
them. 7And when you hear of wars, and rumors about wars, don’t panic. It has to
happen, but it’s definitely not the end yet.
For example, one nation is going to get up and make war againsti another nation,
and one kingdom against another kingdom. And are going to be earthquakes in
various places. There’ll be famines. These are the start of the labor pains.
8

Persecution is Coming for Followers of Jesus (Mt. 24:9-14; Lk. 21:12-19)
a
9And watch out for yourselves. They’re going to hand you over to the courts, and
b
you’ll be beaten in synagogues. You’ll stand in front of governors and rulers
Lit. “in the marketplaces.”
Lit. “receive.” I think he means that their bad deeds are made even worse by the fact that they do them while
claiming to be spiritual leaders.
c
Lit. “they all put in out of what was extra for themselves.”
d
Lit. “—that won’t be torn down.”
e
Lit. “And.”
f
Jews believed there would be certain striking events (“signs”) that would give the clue that God was about to
intervene to put an end to human history and renew the world through the Messiah.
g
Lit. “be accomplished,” or “be completed.”
h
Lit. “leads you astray.” The “you” here and in all instances in Mk 13 is plural.
i
Lit. “will rise up against.”
a

b
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because of me. It’ll bec a testimony to them. 10(Butd first the good news has to be
preached to all the nations.) 11And whenever they put you under arrest, don’t
memorize what you’re going to say ahead of time. Just say whatever is given to
you at the time.e Because it won’t be you speaking, but the Holy Spirit.
But brothers and sisters will turn each other in to be killed, and parents will turn
in their children. Children will turnf against their parents and get them killed.
13And you’ll be hated by everyone because of my name. But it’s the person who
stays with meg to the end that will be saved.
12

The “Horror That Causes Abandonment” (Mt. 24:15-28; Lk. 21:20-24)
h
14So when you see “the horror that causes abandonment” set up where it doesn’t
i
belong (the reader should understand!), then the people in Judea should run away
into the mountains. 15Whoever is up on the roof shouldn’t go down to get
anything out of their house. 16The person out at the field shouldn’t even turn
around behind them to get their coat. 17It’s going to be horrible for pregnant
women and nursing mothers in those days. 18But pray that your escape won’t
have to be in the wintertime! 19It’ll be a time ofj trouble unlike anything that’s
ever happened—from the original creation that God made up to now—or could
ever happen again! 20If the Lord didn’t cut that time short, not one living soul
would be saved.k But for the sake of the Lord’s chosen ones,l that time will be cut
short.
During that time, if anyone says to you, “Look! The Messiah is here!” or “Look,
there he is!”—don’t believe it. 22Because false messiahs and false prophets are
going to get up and do miraclesm and wonders. They’ll try to mislead the chosen
ones, if possible. 23Son watch out. I’ve told you everything beforehand.
21

Lit. “the councils,” i.e. local town councils.
Or “you’ll be brought up before.”
c
Lit. “because of me, for.”
d
Lit. “And.”
e
Lit. “in that hour.”
f
Lit. “rise up.”
g
Or “who holds on to the end,” or “who endures these things to the end.” The Greek verb here may be
transitive, i.e. it can take an object, in which case it can mean to persevere with something, such as your
commitment to Jesus, or to endure something, such as persecution. It can also be intransitive, and just mean
“hold on.” Because this statement comes right after Jesus’ words about “because of my name,” I have chosen to
bring out the first nuance.
h
Lit. “the horror of abandonment,” Dan. 9:27.
i
This appears to most interpreters to be an aside by Mark, advising the reader to be wise in understanding the
words of Jesus, but it might be an aside by Jesus, saying to be wise in reading Daniel, to which he refers (see
Dan. 9:27;12:10).
j
Lit. “those days will be.”
k
Lit. “all flesh wouldn’t be saved.”
l
Lit. “the chosen ones that he chose.”
m
Lit. “give signs.”
n
Lit. “And,” or “But.”
a

b
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The Coming of the Human One (Mt. 24:29-31; Lk. 21:25-28)
24But at that time, after that trouble,
The sun will go dark,
And the moon won’t shine,a
25The stars will be falling out of heaven,
And the heavenly powers will be shaken.b
Then they’ll see the Human One coming in the clouds,c with great power and
glory. 27Then he’ll send out his angels, and he’ll gather together his chosen ones
from the four winds—from the far end of the earth to the far end of the sky.d
26

The Parable of the Fig Tree (Mt. 24:32-35; Lk. 21:29-33)
28However, you should all learn the parable of the fig tree. After its branches get
tender shoots, and it puts out leaves, you know summer is nearly here. 29In the
same way, when you see these things happening, you know that he’se nearly at
your doorsteps. 30I’m telling you seriously, this generation will not go away until
all these things happen! 31Heaven and earth are going to go away, but my words
are never going to go away.
Nobody Knows the Exact Day and Hour, So Stay Awake! (Mt. 24:36; Lk. 21:3436)
32But as for the exact day or hour, no one knows that—not even the angels in
heaven, and not even the Son. Only the Father knows.
Watch out; stay awake. Because you don’t know when that time will come. f
34It’s like a man who has gone away from home, who has given each of his slaves
authority to do their jobs. And he tells the doorkeeper to keep watch. 35So you
should keep watch, because the master of the house is coming. Maybe it’ll be in
the evening, maybe at midnight, maybe at first light,g or maybe at dawn.
h
36Whichever it is, he shouldn’t suddenly come and find you all sleeping. 37So
what I’m telling you, I’m telling everyone: keep watch!
33

Religious Leaders Look for a Way to Kill Jesus (Mt. 26:1-5; Lk. 22:1-2; Jn
11:45-53)
Now, the Passoveri and the Festival of Unleavened Breada was coming up
in two days. And the chief priests and the scripture experts were looking

14

Lit. “the moon won’t give her light.”
Isa. 13:10; Ezek. 32:7; Joel 2:10, 31: 3:15; Isa. 34:4; Hag. 2:6, 21.
c
Dan. 7:13-14.
d
Or “to the far end of heaven.”
e
Or “it’s,” referring to the end of the age. I think Mark understands Jesus to be referring to the Human One (see
v. 26), i.e. to himself.
f
Lit. “when the time/moment is.”
g
Lit. “cock-crow.” Cocks (i.e. roosters) crow well before dawn.
h
Lit. “And.”
i
See “Bible Words.”
a

b
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for a sneaky way to kidnapb and kill Jesus. 2Because they’d been saying, “Not
during the festival, so there won’t be a riot by the people.”
A Woman Anoints Jesus’ Head with Scented Oil (Mt. 26:6-13; Jn 12:1-8)
3Jesus was staying in Bethany, at Simon the Leper’s house. While he was having
dinner,c a woman came. She had an alabasterd jar of scented pistachioe oil—very
expensive stuff. She broke the alabaster jar open and poured it over his head.
4Some were grumbling to one another, “What’s the point of this waste of
perfume? 5After all, the perfume could have been sold for more than three
hundred denarii,f and the money given to the poor.” And they were angry with
her. 6But Jesus said, “Leave her alone! Why are you bothering her? She did
something nice for me. 7After all, you’ll always have the poor with you. You can
do something good for them whenever you like. But you don’t always have me.
g
h
8She did what she could. She anointed my body ahead of time, for my burial.
9I’m telling you seriously, wherever the good news is preached throughout the
whole world, what she did will also be told, as her memorial.i
Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus (Mt. 26:14-16; Lk. 22:3-6)
j
10Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went off to the chief priests to betray
Jesus. 11They were very happy when they heard what he had to say, and they
promised to give him money. And Judas began looking for a good moment to
betray him.
Jesus Has a Passover Meal with His Closest Followers (Mt. 26:17-25; Lk. 22:713; Jn 13:21-30)
k
l
12On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb
was offered, Jesus’ followers said to him, “Where do you want us to go and get
things ready, so that you can eat the Passover meal?” 13And Jesus sent two of his
followers. He told them, “Go into the city, and a man will meet you carrying a
water jar. Follow him. 14Whereverm he goes indoors, say to the owner of the
house, ‘The teacher says, “Where is the guest room for me, where I can eat the
This is bread that has no yeast in it, so it doesn’t rise. Matzo cracker bread is an example. See Exod. 12 (esp.
vv. 14-15) for the story behind the custom.
b
Or “arrest”; lit. “grab.”
c
Lit. “While he was lying down.” In those days, people lay on couches at the table to eat, rather than sitting.
d
See “Bible Words.”
e
Or “pure spikenard.” See “Bible Words.”
f
Prn. din-nahr-ee. A denarius was a standard day’s wage. So we’re talking about the equivalent of many
hundreds of dollars.
g
Lit. “had.”
h
To “anoint” is to put oil on someone or something.
i
Most translations: “in memory of her.” I suspect that he means something else: that this act of hers will
become her personal memorial to Jesus, more permanent and powerful than any inscription on a tomb.
j
Or just possibly, “the foremost of the twelve.” Neither Mt’s (26:14) nor Lk’s (22:3) version allows this
possible meaning.
k
See the nt. on 14:1 above.
l
See “Bible Words.”
m
Lit. “where.”
a
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Passover meal with my followers?” ’ 15He’ll show you a big room upstairs that’s
furnished and ready. Get things ready for us there.” 16And the two followers left.
They went into the city and found things exactly as he’d told them, and they got
the Passover meal ready. 17At sunset Jesus came with the twelve.
“One of You is Going to Betray me!” (Mt. 26:21-25; Lk. 22:21-23; Jn 13:21-30)
a
18As they were relaxing and eating, Jesus said, “I’m telling you seriously, one of
you is going to betray me—somebodyb eating here with me.” 19And they started
getting upset.c One by one, they were saying to him, “It isn’t me, is it?” 20But he
said to them, “It’s one of you twelve. He’s dipping in the dipping bowl with me.
d
21Because the Human One is going to go like the scriptures say he will; but it’s
going to be horrible for the person responsible for his betrayal! It would have
been better for that person if he’d never been born!”
The Lord’s Supper (Mt. 26:26-29; Lk. 22:14-23; 1 Cor. 11:23-26)
22As they were eating dinner, Jesus took a loaf of bread, said a blessing over it,
and broke it. He gave it to them and said, “Here, this is my body.” e 23Then he
took a cup of wine, said a prayer of thanks, and gave it to them, and they all took
a drink. 24He said, “This is my blood, that seals the covenant. It’s going to be
poured out for lots of people.f 25I’m telling you seriously, I’m never going to
drink from the fruits of the grape vine again, until that special day when I drink it
new in the Reign of God.”
Jesus Prophesies That Peter Will Disown Him (Mt. 26:30-35; Lk. 22:31-34; Jn
13:36-38)
26When they’d sung a hymn, they left for the Mount of Olives. 27Jesus said to
them, “You’re all aboutg to get tripped up. Because scripture says:h
I’m going to strike down the shepherd,
And the sheep will be scattered.i
But after I’m raised, I’m going to go to Galilee ahead of you.” 29Peter said to
him, “Maybe everybody else will get tripped up, but not me!” 30Jesus said to him,
“I’m telling you seriously: right today, in fact tonight, Peter, before the rooster
crows twice, you’re going to disown me three times!” 31But he started saying all
the more, “Even if I have to die alongside you, I’ll never disown you!” And they
all were saying that sort of thing.
28

Lit. “reclining.” The custom was to eat lying down, not sitting.
“Somebody”: lit. “who is.”
c
Or “grieving.”
d
Lit. “goes just as it has been written about him.”
e
Lit. “Take—this is my body.”
f
Lit. “For this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.”
g
Lit. “going.”
h
Lit. “it is written.”
i
Zech. 13:7.
a

b
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Jesus Prays in Gethsemane (Mt. 26:36-46; Lk. 22:39-46)
a
32They came to a place called Gethsemane. Jesus said to his followers, “Have a
seat here, while I pray.” 33He took Peter, James, and John with him. Jesus started
to get completely upset and distressed. 34Then he said to them, “I’m nearly dying
of grief!b Stay here and keep watch!”
Jesus went on a little further and fell on the ground. He was praying, if it was
possible, for the moment to pass him by. 36He was saying, “Abba, Father,
everything’s possible for you. Take this cup away from me! But still, not what I
want, but what you want.”
35

And he came and found them sleeping. He said to Peter, “Simon, are you
sleeping? Weren’t you strong enough to keep watch for one hour? 38Keep watch,
and pray, all of you—pray that you don’t have to face the test!”c Your spirit’s
willing enough,d but your flesh is weak.” 39And he went off again and prayed the
same thing as before.
37

Jesus came back again and found them sleeping, because their eyelids had
gotten really heavy. They didn’t know what to saye to him.
40

Jesus came back the third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and
taking it easy? Enough. The time has come. Look, the Human One has just been
betrayedf into the hands of the sinners. 42Get up, let’s go. Look, the person who’s
betraying me is nearly here.”g
41

Jesus is Betrayed and Arrested (Mt. 26:47-56; Lk. 22:47-53; Jn 18:1-11)
43Right while he was still talking, Judas, one of the twelve, showed up. A crowd
was with him, carrying swords and clubs—they were from the chief priests, the
scripture experts and the elders. 44And the one who betrayed Jesus had given
them a signal. He’d said, “The person that I kiss is the one. Grab him and take
him away under guard.”h 45Judas came right up to Jesus and said, “Teacher!” And
he gave him a big kiss. 46Then they grabbed Jesus and held him tight. 47But one of
the people there drew his sword, and he struck the high priest’s slave and cut his
ear off. 48Jesus said to them, “Have you come out to arrest me with swords and
clubs, as though you were after an armed robber? 49I’ve been there every day in
the Temple, teaching, and you never laid a hand on me. i But the scriptures have
to be fulfilled.j 50Then all of his followers left him and ran away. 51And a certain
a

Prn. get-sem-ma-nee.
Lit. “My soul is full of grief to the point of death.”
c
Lit. “Pray that you don’t come into the test.”
d
Or “eager,” “well-meaning.”
e
Lit. “answer.” I.e. they had no excuse.
f
Lit. “is betrayed.”
g
Lit. “has come near.”
h
“Under guard”: or, “carefully,” or “securely.”
i
Lit. “you didn’t grab me.”
j
Lit. “But [it has happened this way] so that the scriptures will be fulfilled.”
b
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young man had been following him, wearing a linen robe with nothing on under
it.a They grabbed him, 52but he left the linen robe behind and ran away naked.
Jesus is Brought before the High Court (Mt. 26:57-68; Lk. 22:66-71; Jn 18:1214, 19-24)
53They led Jesus off to the High Priest. All the chief priests, elders and scripture
experts were assembling. 54And Peter was following him at a distance, until he
got inside the High Priest’s courtyard. He was sitting with the attendants, and
warming himself by the fire.
The chief priests were there, along with the whole high court. They were trying
to come up with false testimony against Jesus, in order to condemnb him to death.
They weren’t coming up with any, 56because lots of people had been giving false
testimony against him, but their accounts didn’t agree.c 57Some people came up
and falsely accused him: 58“We heard him say, ‘I am going to destroy this Temple
that was made by human hands, and within three days I’m going to build another
one, that’s not built by human hands.’ ” 59But even their testimony about thatd
wasn’t the same.
55

And the High Priest stood up in front of everyone.e He asked Jesus, “Don’t you
have any response at all? What are these people saying against you?” 61But he
just kept quietf and didn’t respond at all. The High Priest questioned him again,
and said to him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” 62Jesus said,
“I am! And you will see
60

…the Human One, sitting on the right of the Powerful One, and coming
with the clouds in the sky!g
Then the High Priest tore his clothes and said, “Why do we still need witnesses?
You heard the blasphemy! What do you think?” And they all condemned Jesus
as deserving death. 65Then some of them started spitting on him. They covered
his face and were hitting him, and they were saying to him, “Prophesy!”h And the
attendants were hitting him as they took custody of him.i
63
64

Lit. “clothed in linen over nakedness.”
Lit. “put.”
c
Lit. “and their testimonies weren’t the same.”
d
“Even their testimony about that”: lit. “even that way.”
e
Or “among them”; lit. “in the midst.”
f
Or “But he didn’t say anything.” Lit. “But he was silent.”
g
Dan. 7:13; Ps. 110:1.
h
There was a legend that the Messiah (the Christ) could tell who someone was without seeing them, based on
Isa. 11:2-3. They are supposedly testing Jesus to see if he is really the Messiah.
i
Lit. “And the attendants took him with blows.”
a

b
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Peter Denies That He Knows Jesus (Mt. 26:69-75; Lk. 22:54-62; Jn 18:15-18,
25-27)
66Meanwhile, Peter was downstairs in the courtyard. A young woman, one of the
priest’s servants, came 67and saw Peter keeping warm. She looked hard at him
and said, “You were with the Nazarene, Jesus, as well.” 68But he denied it. He
said, “I have no idea what you’re talking about.”a Peter went out into the outer
court.b 69And the young servant woman saw him. She started talking to the people
there again: “This is one of them.” 70But he denied it again. After a little while,
the people there began saying to Peter, “You really are one of them—after all,
you’re a Galilean too.” 71But he started cursing and swearing that he didn’t know
the man they were talking about. 72Right then a rooster crowed a second time, and
Peter rememberedc how Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster crows twice,
you’re going to disown me three times. And he hid his faced and cried.
Jesus is Handed Over to Pilate, the Roman Governor (Mt. 27:1-2, 11-14; Lk.
23:1-5; Jn 18:28-38a)
First thing in the morning, the chief priests held a council with the elders,
the scripture experts, and the whole High Council.e They bound Jesus and
handed him over to Pilate.f 2Pilate asked him, “You—you’re the king of the
Jews?” Jesus answered, “It’s you saying it.”g 3And the chief priests were accusing
him of all kinds of things.h 4Pilate asked him again, “Aren’t you going to say
anything back to them? Look how many accusations they’re making against
you.” 5But Jesus no longer said anything at all, andi Pilate was amazed.

15

The Crowd Shouts for Jesus to be Hung on a Cross (Mt. 27:15-26; Lk. 23:18-25;
Jn 18:38b—19:16)
6Now, at every festival Pilate used to set one prisoner free for them, whoever they
would ask for. 7And there was a man named Barabbas,j who was imprisoned with
the insurgentsk who had committed murder in the insurgency. 8The crowd went
up and started to ask Pilate to do what he usually did for them. 9Pilate said back
to them, “Do you want me to release ‘the king of the Jews’ to you?” 10Because he
knew that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to him out of envy.l 11But the
Lit. “I neither know nor understand what you’re saying.”
Lit. “forecourt.” Many ancient mss have the words, “And a rooster crowed” here.
c
Lit. “remembered the matter.”
d
The meaning here is uncertain. Normally the word translated “hid his face” would mean “get dressed,”
literally, “to throw clothes over.” Peter’s shame, together with his need not to let the bystanders see his reaction,
suggests that he might have hidden his face in the fold of his robe.
e
Lit. “Sanhedrin.” See “Bible Words.”
f
Prn. pye-lit. Pilate was the Roman governor of Judea.
g
Or, very possibly, “As you say,” i.e. “Yes, that’s true.”
h
Lit. “many things.” The idea is that they were bringing forward many different charges.
i
Lit. “with the result that.”
j
Prn. bur-rabb-us.
k
Insurgents are people fighting against (and trying to expel) a force occupying their country—in this case, Jews
trying to expel the Romans.
l
That is: spite, ill will.
a

b
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chief priests stirred up the crowd to ask him to release Barabbas to them instead.
12Again Pilate began saying back to them, “So what do you want me to do with
the one you call ‘the king of the Jews’?” 13But they shouted again, “Hang him on
a cross!” 14And Pilate was saying to them, “Buta what has he done wrong?” But
they shouted even more, “Hang him on a cross!” 15Pilate wanted to satisfy the
crowd, so he released Barabbas to them, and he handed Jesus over to be whipped
and hung on a cross.
Pilate’s Soldiers Make Fun of Jesus (Mt. 27:27-31)
b
16The soldiers began leading Jesus into the courtyard of the governor’s residence.
c
And they called out the whole cohort. 17They put a purple robe on him, and they
wove a thorny crown and put it on him. 18And they started shouting out to him,
“Hello, King of the Jews!” 19And they were hitting him over the head with a reed
and spitting on him,d and kneeling and bowing to him. 20When they’d had their
fun with him, they off took the purple robe and put on his own clothes.
Jesus is Hung on a Cross (Mt. 27:32-44; Lk. 23:26-43; Jn 19:16b-27)
Thene they led Jesus out to hang him on a cross. 21As they were going out, they
grabbedf a man who was walking by as he came in from the countryside. It was
Simon of Cyrene,g Alexander and Rufus’s father.h They made Simon carry the
cross for him.i 22They brought him to a place called Golgotha,j which means “The
Skull Place.” 23And they were offering him drugged wine, but he didn’t take it.
Then they hung Jesus on a cross. And they divided up his clothes by drawing
lots for them,k to see who got what. 25It was nine in the morning whenl they hung
him on the cross. 26The sign with the charge against him read,m
24

THE KING OF THE JEWS
They hung two armed robbers on crosses next to him—one on his right, and one
on his left.n 29And the people going by were saying abusive things towards him.
They were shaking their heads at him and saying, “How horrible for you!
27

Lit. “For.”
Lit. “into the courtyard, which is the praetorium.”
c
A cohort is a unit of about 500 soldiers.
d
See Mt. 27:29-30 for a more detailed picture.
e
Lit. “And.”
f
Lit. “impressed,” or “press ganged.”
g
Prn. sye-ree-nee. Cyrene was an influential city in what is now Libya, North Africa.
h
Mark’s assumption is that his readers know Alexander and Rufus, Simon’s sons.
i
Lit. “carry his cross.”
j
Prn. gol-goth-a.
k
Lit. “casting lots.” Tokens were thrown into a helmet and drawn out to see who got what. See Ps. 22:18.
l
Lit. “And it was the third hour, and.”
m
Lit. “was written.”
n
The best ancient mss omit v. 28: “And the scripture was fulfilled that says, ‘And he was lumped in [lit.
regarded as] with outlaws’ .”
a

b
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Weren’t you going to tear down the Temple and rebuild it in three days?”a 30“He
should save himself, and come down off the cross!” 31The chief priests said the
same sort of thing. They were joking amongst themselves along with the
scripture experts. They were saying, “He saved other people, but he can’t save
himself!”
“Let ‘the Messiah,’ ‘the king of Israel,’b come down off the cross right now, so
we can see it and believe in him!” And the men hanging on crosses next to him
were taunting him too.
32

Jesus Dies on the Cross (Mt. 27:45-56; Lk. 23:44-49; Jn 19:28-30)
33When it got to be noon, it got dark across the whole country, until about three
o’clock. 34At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice. He said, Eloi, Eloi!
Lema sabachthani?c Which means, “My God, My God! Why did you abandon
me?”d 35Some of the people standing there heard it. They were saying, “Listen!e
He’s shouting for Elijah.” 36And somebody quickly ran and got a sponge soaked
in vinegar. He stuck it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. He said, “Hold off—
let’s see if Elijah will come and take him down from the cross.” 37But Jesus gave
out a loud cry, and breathed for the last time.f
And the great veil in the Temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 39When the
Roman officerg standing across from Jesus saw the way he had died, he said,
“This man really was theh Son of God!”
38

There were some women watching from a distance: Mary Magdalenei was one
of them; so was Mary, the mother of the younger James and Joses; and so was
Salome.j 41These women had followed Jesus when he was in Galilee, and had
been ministering to him. These women, and many others, had come downk with
him to Jerusalem.
40

Jesus is Buried in a Tomb (Mt. 27:57-61; Lk. 23:50-56; Jn 19:38-42)
42It had already gotten to be evening. Since it was the Day of Preparation (the day
before the Sabbath), 43Joseph from Arimatheal went to Pilate. Joseph was a
respectable member of the High Council, and was himself looking forward in
hope to the Reign of God. He went to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. 44But
a

In Greek this is a statement drenched with sarcasm, rather than a question. Putting it as a question conveys the
biting tone better in English.
b
Referring sarcastically to the title above his head.
c
Prn. el-loy, el-loy, lem-mah sab-bahk-tha-nee.
d
Ps. 22:1.
e
Lit. “look.” But it’s not literal. One could very well render it, “Hey! He’s calling for Elijah!”
f
In those days, if you stopped breathing, it meant you were dead.
g
Lit. “centurion.”
h
Or “a son of God.”
i
Prn. mag-da-leen.
j
Prn. sal-loe-mee.
k
Lit. “gone up.”
l
Prn. a-rim-ma-thee-a.
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Pilate was amazed that he had already died. He called over the officera and asked
him if Jesus had been dead for long. 45When Pilate got the factsb from the officer,c
he releasedd the body to Joseph. 46Now,e Joseph had bought some linen cloth, and
he took him down and wrapped him the linen. And he laid him in a tomb that was
cut into a rock face, and he rolled a stone door across the opening of the tomb.
47And Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses had been watching where
he was laid.
The Resurrection of Jesus (Mt. 28:1-10; Lk. 24:1-12; Jn 20:1-10)
When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary James’s mother, and
Salome bought spices, so they could come and anoint him. 2Very early on
the first day of the week, they came to the tomb. The sun had just come up. 3They
were saying to one another, “Who’s going to roll the stone door away from the
entrancef of the tomb? 4When they looked up, they saw that the stone was already
rolled away. And it was very large!g 5When they went into the tomb, they saw a
young man sitting to the right. He had a white robe on. They were completely
shocked. 6The angel said to them, “Don’t be shocked. You’re looking for Jesus
the Nazarene, who was hung on a cross. He’s been raised. He’s not here. Look,
here’s the place where they laid him. 7Now, go! Tell his followers and Peter that
he says, ‘I’m going ahead of you to Galilee.’ You’re going to see him there, just
like he told you.” 8When they went outside, they ran away from the tomb,
because they were shaking all over with amazement. And they didn’t say
anything to anyone, because they were afraid.h
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The Longer Ending (vv. 9-19)
Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene (Jn 20:11-18)
9 [[After Jesus had risen early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to
Mary Magdalene. (He’d kicked out seven demons from her.) 10She went and told
the people who had been with him, who were grieving and crying. 11Buti when
they heard he was alive and that she had seen him,j they didn’t believe it.

Lit. “centurion.”
Lit. “when he knew.”
c
Lit. “centurion.”
d
Lit. “gave over” (the body into Joseph’s custody).
e
Lit. “And.”
f
Lit. “door” (i.e. doorway).
g
Lit. “For it was exceptionally large.”
h
Sadly, the earliest and most reliable copies of Mark end suddenly at this point, as if the earliest copy has lost
its last page. In those days books were fragile things, and such an accident is very easy to imagine. There are
two longer endings for Mark, one of which appears in the Authorized (King James) Version. Both were written
much later by other writers, but are included here for reference.
i
Lit. “and.”
j
Lit. “alive and seen by her.”
a

b
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Jesus Appears to Two Followers (Lk. 24:13-43; Jn 20:19-23)
12But later he appeared to two of them as they were walking along out in the
countryside. 13Those two came back and told the others. But they didn’t believe
them either.
Jesus Sends His Followers to the Whole World (Mt. 28:16-20; Lk. 24:36-49; Jn
20:19-23; Acts 1:6-8)
a
14Last of all he appeared to the eleven, while they were eating dinner. He told
b
them off for their lack of faith and for the stubbornness of their hearts, because
they hadn’t believed the people who had seen him when he’d been raised.c 15Jesus
said to them, “Go out into the whole world and preach the good news to the
whole creation. 16The person who believes and gets baptized will be saved; but
the person who doesn’t believe will be condemned. 17These miraclesd are going to
go along with those who believe: they’ll kick out demons in my name, they’ll
speak in new languages,e 18they’ll hold snakes,f and if they drink some deadly
poison, it won’t harm them. And they’ll lay their hands on sick people and they’ll
get better.
Jesus Goes up to Heaven (Lk. 24:50-53)
g
19After the Lord Jesus had spoken with them, he was received up into heaven
and sat at the right side of God. 20And they went out and preached everywhere.
The Lord worked with them and confirmed the message by the miraclesh that
followed.]]
The Shorter Ending (takes up after v. 8)
[[They gave a quick report of all the instructions to the people who were with
Peter. Later Jesus himself sent them out from the east to the west, with i the holy
and incorruptible message of eternal salvation.]]

Lit. “reclining.”
Lit. “stiffness” or “hardness.”
c
Some mss. add, “from among the dead.”
d
Traditionally: “signs” (see “Bible Words”).
e
Traditionally: “tongues.”
f
Some mss. have “take snakes in their hands.”
g
Some mss. omit the name “Jesus” here.
h
Traditionally: “signs” (see “Bible Words”).
i
Lit. “After these things, Jesus sent out from the east to the west through them.”
a

b

